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EQUAL RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES POLICY 
 

The Kennett Consolidated School District will not discriminate in its educational programs, 

activities, or employment practices, based on race, color, national origin, sex, sexual 

orientation, disability, age, religion, ancestry, union membership or any other legally 

protected classification.  (Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and 

federal laws, including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 

of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.)  Kennett 

Consolidated School District employees and participants who have an inquiry or complaint 

of harassment or discrimination, or who need information about accommodations for 

persons with disabilities, should contact Dr. Barry Tomasetti, District Superintendent, 300 

East South Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348, telephone (610) 444-6600. 
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FOREWORD 

 

Greetings! I am honored to have this opportunity to welcome you to the 2018-2019 edition of the Kennett High 

School Educational Planning Guide. This comprehensive and informative guide is a valuable resource in making 

important decisions about your high school academic career. Included in this publication are the specific courses 

offered by each academic department at Kennett High School, in addition to the required and suggested 

sequences that specific courses should be taken. As students, it is your personal responsibility to carefully read 

through this guide and familiarize yourself with the multitude of options that are available to at KHS. It is 

important that you set aside time to not only explore this information on your own, but to share it with your 

parents as you make critical decisions that will influence your future outcomes. As you read through the guide, if 

you have any questions or need clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

I also want to take advantage of this opportunity to let you know how excited and proud we are that you have 

chosen Kennett High School for your high school education. It is our promise to deliver only the highest quality 

of instruction that will challenge and prepare you for whatever you pursue after graduation. You are now part of 

a strong tradition and legacy of academic excellence that has been established by those students that have 

come before you. It is now your responsibility to uphold the legacy that has been created and advance it to even 

greater heights. You are the future of Kennett High School, and your dedication and commitment to your 

learning is of the utmost importance. 

 

Please know that I am always available to support you and assist you in your growth in your career as a Kennett 

High School student. Additionally, you have access to the wisdom, knowledge, and experience of the absolute best 

teachers, counselors, and support staff to guide and encourage you along the way. Though you will be challenged 

by our rigorous curriculum, the entire faculty and staff will be there to do whatever it takes to help you achieve 

success. 

 

In closing, it is my expectation that you push yourself to improve your learning each and every day, and that you 

hold yourself accountable for growing the prestigious legacy of Kennett High School. You should expect only the 

absolute best from us as your teachers, principals, and counselors, as we expect exactly the same in all of your 

efforts. With confidence, set your goals as high as you possibly can and pursue them with intensity, passion, and 

enthusiasm. Remember, nothing is impossible if you are willing to put in the work. 

 

I am proud to serve each and every one of you as your principal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeremy M. Hritz, Ed. D. 

Principal 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

While each student’s goals may not yet be completely decided upon, it is imperative that all students 

ready themselves for the 21st century by building the strongest possible educational foundation. To do 

this, students will need the help of their parents, teachers, and counselors. This resource has been 

created to provide the information that students will need as they plan their education so that they are 

prepared for the future. 

 

Every student is assigned to a counselor who will remain with the student throughout high school. 

Through the partnership between the student, his or her teachers and parents, the counselor will 

provide advice to help each student identify his or her individual strengths, areas for growth, and 

interests. This information will assist each student to achieve personal success in high school and to 

develop a plan to get ready for further education or the work world. The counselor will discuss course 

selections with the student and ensure that the student is making progress towards meeting 

graduation requirements. 

 

The counselor confers frequently with classroom teachers. The teacher helps the counselor 

understand how the student is performing in the classroom. The counselor helps the teacher 

understand the student’s academic background, special concerns, and individual goals. 

 

Parents also play an important role in the educational planning for their children.  You are welcome to 

contact the school counselor with any questions or concerns.   We look forward to working with you 

and can be reached during the school day, either by phone (610-444-6636) or email.    

 

Our objective is to help Kennett High School students develop educational plans that give them the 

opportunity to learn the skills and knowledge they will need to be prepared for the future. 

 

Counselor:           Students with last names:   Email address: 

 

Cassandra Allen after May 1st  A – D                        caallen@kcsd.org 

Molly Topp LTS until May 1st  A - D    mtopp@kcsd.org 

Colleen Allen               E – K                         callen@kcsd.org 

Heather Morihara            L – Q                         hmorihara@kcsd.org 

Francis Ryan                   R – Z                         fryan@kcsd.org 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Board Policy No. 217 

 

Subject Areas                           Credits 

English    4 

Social Studies   4                    

Mathematics   4                      

Science    4                            

Physical Education   .8 

Health    .8 

Electives    8 (1 credit must be in technology*, 2 credits must be in the Humanities) 

 

Total     25.2 credits 

 

Graduation Project            Required 

 

Demonstrate Proficiency on state Keystone requirement beginning with the class of 2020 

*Technology requirement is fulfilled through Business Exploration or Technology Portfolios. 

 

High School courses completed in eighth grade  

High school courses that students complete while they are in the eighth grade will earn high 

school credit, will be included on the student's official transcript and will contribute to the 

student's cumulative GPA.  Successful completion of these courses affords the student the 

opportunity to advance into higher level courses and further study during high 

school.  However, graduation requirements are fulfilled only by courses completed in grades 

9 through 12. 

 

Minimum number of earned credits for promotion: 

Sophomore                        6.4 

Junior                                12.8 

Senior                                18 
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Graduation Project 

All students graduating from Kennett High School must complete a Graduation Project that 

meets the standards and provisions stated by the KCSD Board of Directors. It is imperative 

that students have a complete and thorough understanding of the project. The project begins 

in 9th grade and should be completed by the end of the student’s 11th grade year. The process 

includes integrated skill building, which will be demonstrated through the five required 

components: career path investigation; community service; a written essay; and an 

oral/multimedia presentation. The faculty will provide the direction and guidance necessary 

to help each student complete this requirement, but students need to recognize that the 

primary focus of this project rests on them, as individuals.   

 

More detailed information about the project can be found on the high school’s website under 

Counseling and Graduation Project. 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

Keystone Exams 

The Keystone Exams are state-mandated end-of-course assessments designed to 

evaluate proficiency in academic content that is aligned to the state Common Core 

Standards. Beginning with the class of 2020, students must demonstrate proficiency on the 

Algebra 1, Biology, and Literature (10th Grade English) Keystone Exams to earn a high 

school diploma. Keystone Exams are attached to a particular course, not a student’s grade 

level. These tests are designed to be administered towards the completion of the related 

course. Students will be offered additional opportunities to re-take the Keystones 

throughout their high school. The Keystone Exams may be administered three times each 

year – winter, spring, and summer.  

 

Students’ scores on the Keystones fall into four categories: advanced, proficient, basic or 

below basic. Beginning with the class of 2020, a student must score advanced or proficient 

on each exam to meet the graduation requirement.  For additional information about 

Keystone Exams, visit the state website at www.pdesas.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.pdesas.org/
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College Entrance Exams 

 

College admissions requirements and high school graduation requirements, such as course 

and examination requirements, may be very different. Students planning to attend college 

should work with their counselor to schedule appropriate courses and to gain an 

understanding of admission test requirements. Common college entrance exams include the 

ACT, SAT and SAT Subject Tests. Information and registration for these assessments is 

available online: ACT at www.act.org; SAT and SAT Subject Tests at www.collegeboard.org 

 

The PSAT, the practice SAT, will be administered at KHS in October 2018. Results on the 

PSAT allow 11th grade students to compare themselves with other college bound students 

across the country, and to predict their estimated SAT score.  In addition, the 11th grade PSAT 

serves as the qualification examination for the National Merit Scholarship.  PSAT registration 

information will be sent home to sophomores and juniors in the summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.act.org/
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EDUCATIONAL PLANNING 

 

It is in each student’s best interest to enroll in the most challenging courses possible. Four-

year colleges and universities evaluate a student’s qualifications for admission based upon 

the student’s academic record and achievements. Two-year colleges and technical schools 

often look at particular skills students have begun and wish to continue in post-secondary 

school. Computer classes, vocational training and practical skills are of particular importance. 

 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

English English English English 

World Studies I World Studies II American Studies Economics & 

American 

Government 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 

Earth & Space Biology Chemistry Physics 

PE / Health  (& 

Lab) 

PE / Health  (& 

Lab) 

(Lab / Study Hall) (Lab /Study Hall) 

Elective Elective Elective Elective 

Elective Elective Elective Elective 

Elective Elective Elective Elective 

 

 

COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 

 

As students make academic plans for next year, they should: 

 Talk over their plans with their parents, teachers and counselor. 

 Read the course descriptions, including any special requirements courses may have. 

 Choose courses that strengthen academic backgrounds and provide opportunities to 

explore new ideas. 
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 Keep in mind their future goals, talents, skills, interests, past school grades, 

assessment results and teacher recommendations. 

 

 

SCHEDULING TIMELINE 

 

The course selection process begins in the early part of the second semester with these steps: 

 

 Counselors present information about the 2018-2019 course selection process, course 

sequences and elective choices.  

 

 Students discuss their academic progress with their teachers. 

 

 Teachers make course recommendations for each student in core subject areas and 

electives requiring teacher recommendation.  

Recommendations are a vital part of course selection and are based on data 

and multiple criteria including: 

 Student achievement (historical grades, assessment scores, etc.) 

 The teacher’s knowledge of the curriculum 

 Course expectations 

 

 Students will make selections for their elective course requests online using 

Skyward. 

 

 A listing of a student’s complete course requests is mailed home for review in the 

third marking period. Students are welcome to make changes to their elective 

requests by contacting their school counselor.  

 

 KHS teachers review and make final adjustments of course recommendations. 

 

 Deadline for course request changes. Students must finalize course requests, 

making elective changes and submit requests to override teacher course 

recommendations, by May 25, 2018. Requests made after this deadline will not be 

accommodated.  
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 KHS master schedule of courses and student schedules are developed. 

 

 Draft schedules are mailed home and activated on Skyward Family Access for 

review in summer. Students or families may contact school counselors about 

scheduling errors or adjustments due to summer school completion.    

 

 Final schedules are distributed in advisory on the first day of school. Changes to 

student schedules at this time will only be initiated as a result of scheduling errors, 

irresolvable scheduling conflicts, previous course failures, or administrator 

recommendation. Any other type of schedule change request will not be honored.  

 

After the start of school, the building principal must approve any schedule change request 

that occurs. Please note that schedule changes will not be made once the school year has 

started.  

 

Core Course Options and Sequences 

Some subjects in education, such as mathematics and languages, must be studied in 

sequence. The knowledge and/or skills gained in one year are the foundation for the 

knowledge and skills to be gained in succeeding years. Teachers routinely recommend that 

students continue with the next course in a sequence if the student has demonstrated full 

understanding of the content and has met the expectations of the preceding course. The core 

course sequence that students follow is based upon their preparedness for each course. 

Movement between sequences is possible, depending upon the student’s achievement. 

Typical course sequences are outlined on the next page. 
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 Standard  Advanced  Honors Advanced 

 Placement 

English: 

                 9th
 

                          10th  

                          11th 

                          12th 

 

 

(Block) Survey of Literature 

(Block) World Literature 

American Literature 

English 12 

 

Advanced Survey of Literature 

Advanced World Literature 

Advanced American Literature 

English 12 

 

 

Honors Survey of Literature 

Honors World Literature 

Honors American Literature 

Honors British Literature 

 

 

 

 

AP English Language 

AP English Literature 

Mathematics: 

                 9th 

                          10th 

                          11th 

                          12th 

 

 

Pre-Algebra  

Algebra I Block 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Math Analysis  

Financial Literacy 

 

Advanced Algebra I 

Advanced Geometry 

Advanced Algebra II 

Advanced Math     

Analysis  

   or  

Discrete Math 

 

(Algebra in 8th gr.)   

Advanced Geometry 

Advanced Algebra II 

Advanced Math     

Analysis  

Calculus 

   or 

Statistics 

 

 

 

Honors Geometry 

Honors Algebra II 

Honors Math Analysis 

 

 

AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus BC 

AP Statistics 

AP Computer Sci. A 

Science: 

                9th
 

                          10th 

                          11th 

                          12th 

 

 

Conceptual Earth and Space 

Conceptual Biology 

Conceptual Chemistry 

Conceptual Physics 

 

 

Earth and Space 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

 

Honors Earth and Space 

Honors Biology 

Honors Chemistry 

Honors Physics  

 

 

AP Biology 

AP Chemistry 

AP Physics C: Mech. 

AP Physics 1 

 

Social Studies: 

                 9th
 

                          10th 

                          11th 

                          12th 

 

 

World Studies I 

World Studies II 

American Studies 

Economics & American 

Government 

 

 

Advanced World Studies I 

Advanced World Studies II 

 

Honors World Studies I 

Honors World Studies II 

Honors American Studies 

Honors American 

Government 

Honors Economics 

 

 

 

AP US History 

AP American Gov’t 

AP Macroeconomics 
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Course Request Worksheet for 2018-2019 

Read through the course descriptions, and then complete this worksheet. 

 Teachers will make recommendations for all students in: 

English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science and Advanced Placement courses.  

 Students should record the elective courses that interest them. 

 Students are expected to schedule classes for eight periods each day (not including lunch). 

 The ability to fulfill student requests for specific courses may be limited by scheduling and 

staffing constraints and each student’s progress towards completing graduation requirements. 

 Requests for specific instructors or class meeting times cannot be honored. 

 

Course Categories Course Name Teacher Recommendation 

English    

 

 

Social Studies   

 

 

Mathematics   

 

 

Science   

 

 

Physical Education (and Health for 

9th graders; Advanced Health for 

10th graders) 

  

Elective (1 full year or 2 semester 

courses) 

  

 

 

Elective (1 full year or 2 semester 

courses) 

  

 

 

Elective (1 full year or 2 semester 

courses) 

  

 

 

Alternate Electives   

 

 

Alternate Electives   
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Course Recommendations 

Teachers will advise students which course level is the most appropriate in each of the core 

subject areas.  These teacher recommendations are based on the individual student’s 

achievement and preparedness.  Every student is encouraged to strive to achieve at a higher 

level than he or she previously may have demonstrated.  Setting such goals for achievement 

with teachers provides the student with the opportunity to demonstrate that he or she has 

mastered the skills, is up to the challenge, and can earn the course recommendation needed. 

 

If a student and teacher do not agree on a course recommendation, the student is strongly 

urged to confer with that teacher to discuss strategies that may help the student improve his 

/ her achievement. Since teachers reexamine student performance during the last marking 

period to confirm student preparedness for succeeding courses, adjustments to 

recommendations can be made to address significant improvement or decline in any subject 

area. 

 

At the end of the academic year, if a student has not been recommended for a specific course 

but the student wishes to be considered for it, the student’s parent or guardian may complete 

the Request for Recommendation Override Form. The Principal will review all requests.  

 

Course Changes 

Students are always encouraged to challenge themselves by studying the most rigorous core 

courses in which they can be successful.  If, however, a student is not making satisfactory 

progress, it may be necessary to assess if a course change is necessary.  If initiated by the 

student, the first requirement is that the student must speak with his/her teacher and seek 

further information and/or help.  Other sources for extra help are NHS tutoring, after school 

study center, or private tutoring.  If, after these extra efforts, the student would like to request 

a course change, the student will complete a Class Change Request Form.  The form requires 

information regarding: if the student has sought extra help; the number of classes the student 

has missed; the student’s performance on homework, quizzes and tests; the teacher’s 

comments; and the parent’s signature.  The completed form is then returned to the student’s 

school counselor.  It is only after the student has exhausted all additional help opportunities 

and resources that the principal will review any request to change a core course. 

 

If the principal approves a departmentally related course change, the grade earned at that 

point will transfer to the new course, along with any previous grades earned in the course.  For 
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example, if a student changes from AP English Literature with a grade of a C in the 1st marking 

period to Honors British Literature, the C will be the 1st marking period grade for Honors British 

Literature. If a student changes mid marking period, the grades earned to that point will be 

transferred. 

 

If a student is requesting a change to an elective course, the student will be expected to 

substitute an alternate elective.      

 

Honors and Advanced Placement Course Expectations 

Honors courses are designed for students seeking high-level academic challenges and are 

substantially more rigorous in terms of level and quantity of material covered than in regular 

or advanced courses. In these courses students are expected to manage an increased load 

of independent work and to learn at an accelerated pace. Students will be required to apply, 

analyze and synthesize course content cumulatively and to demonstrate learning through in-

depth assignments and multiple modes of assessment.  Advanced Placement courses allow 

students to study material that is equivalent to a first year college level course.  Students 

enrolling in Advanced Placement courses acknowledge the rigor and high expectations of the 

courses and fully commit themselves to taking the necessary steps for additional assistance, 

if needed, to ensure success in the class. Students will not be permitted to drop Advanced 

Placement courses without demonstrating a comprehensive effort to improve their academic 

performance over a period of time determined by the student’s counselor and the building 

principal.   

 

Placement by Examination 

Under special circumstances, a student may desire to advance in sequential courses at an 

accelerated rate.  With permission from the Principal, a student can request to place out of a 

prerequisite course in a sequence.  To document that the student is prepared to accelerate, 

the student must demonstrate that he/she has mastered the requisite foundational skills by 

successfully completing a cumulative evaluation.  This is also frequently required for some 

additional learning opportunities, such as on-line college credit courses, where the student 

would complete a readiness assessment.  After review of the student’s performance on the 

assessment, the Principal can approve the acceleration or eligibility for the college class. 

Placement by examination does not earn course credit, contribute to the student’s grade point 

average or become part of the student’s academic course record. 
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Independent Course Enrollment 

Occasionally, students request to enroll in a course that cannot fit into their schedules. 

Students may ask a teacher of the course for permission to complete the course requirements 

independently. If the teacher agrees, a contract is completed specifying how and where the 

course requirements will be fulfilled. The course must be one that is part of the Kennett High 

School course catalog. Students are responsible for the same course requirements and are 

graded with the same standards as students who attend the regularly scheduled class. 

 

Dual Enrollment 

With prior approval, students have the opportunity to enroll in college level courses and, 

upon successful completion, earn both college credit and Kennett High School credit. Some 

restrictions may apply to these courses and credit awarded. Students are responsible for 

the collegiate requirements and course fees. Students must meet with their counselor, 

complete a dual enrollment application and receive administrative approval prior to the start 

of the course. Interested students may speak with their school counselor for more 

information.  Common sources for dual enrollment for Kennett High School students 

include, but are not limited to, Delaware County Community College, West Chester 

University of Pennsylvania, Widener University and the University of Delaware. 

 

Work Release 

Seniors sometimes hold part-time jobs. Occasionally their employers would like to have them 

on the job for a period that covers part of the school day. With employer request and parent 

approval, senior schedules will be adjusted, if possible, to comply with the request. Students 

being released must meet all requirements for graduation. Working papers must be issued 

and a school work release contract signed. It is recognized that some jobs become available 

after the school year begins. Where class size, student progress, and master schedule 

possibilities permit, students’ schedules may be adjusted during the year. 

 

NCAA Eligibility Requirements 

Students who intend to compete in Division I or Division II athletics at the college level must 

meet NCAA eligibility requirements.  Visit the NCAA Eligibility Center’s website 

(www.eligibilitycenter.org) for complete information about registering with the NCAA, core 

course requirements, grade point average and SAT or ACT minimum scores. Enter the 

school CEEB code 392005 for a complete listing of currently approved KHS courses. 

Students interested in participating with Division I or II athletics should schedule a 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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conference with their school counselor. This is most helpful when scheduled during or prior 

to ninth grade.  
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GRADING SYSTEM 

 

Grading Scales 

Grades are reported using two scales: 

Performance Scale: 

Unweighted grading scale that measures student accomplishment 

Achievement Scale: 

Weighted grading scale that acknowledges the rigor of Honors and AP courses and 

recognizes student achievement in those challenging courses 

 Grades in Honors courses are awarded an additional 0.5 quality point 

 Grades in Advanced Placement courses are awarded an additional 1.0 quality point 

 

Letter / Numerical Grade to Quality Points Equivalencies (GPA points) 

 

Marking Period / Mid & Final Exams Numerical 

Grades 

Regular Courses Honor Courses AP Courses 

A+ 100-97 4.33 4.83 5.33 

A 96-93 4.00 4.50 5.00 

A- 92-90 3.67 4.17 4.67 

B+ 89-87 3.33 3.83 4.33 

B 86-83 3.00 3.50 4.00 

B- 82-80 2.67 3.17 3.67 

C+ 79-77 2.33 2.83 3.33 

C 76-73 2.00 2.50 3.00 

C- 72-70 1.67 2.17 2.67 

D+ 69-67 1.33 1.83 2.33 

D 66-60 1.00 1.50 2.00 

F 59-50 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Y 0-49 0.00 0.00 0.00 
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Calculation of final course grades 

Marking period grades account for 80% of the final course grade.  Examination grades 

account for 20% of the final grade. A final grade of “D” or better must be earned in order to 

receive course credit. All students are also required to earn passing grades in either the 

final marking period or the final semester examination in the course. Any student who does 

not take the required examination (mid-term or final) of a course will receive an “NS,” which 

indicates a “no show.”  If an “NS” is received as the final examination grade, then an “F” will 

be received as the final course grade. In such cases should the student need or desire credit 

for the course, the entire course must be repeated. 

 

If a student withdraws from a class after 50% of the course length is over, the course will be 

noted in the student’s academic record as Withdrawn Passing (WP) or Withdrawn Failing 

(WF), based on the student’s grade at the time of withdrawal.   Zero credit will be issued for 

courses that are partially completed or withdrawn. 

 

Grade point average 

The grade point average (GPA) is the numerical average of the quality point values for all high 

school course grades, prorated by the amount of course credit awarded to the course. Two 

GPA’s will be calculated, Performance (unweighted) and Achievement (weighted).  GPA is 

calculated and reported on the report card each marking period. 

 

Cumulative grade point average 

The cumulative grade point average is a composite of all of the student’s final GPA’s for every 

year. It is calculated only at the end of the academic year. Two cumulative GPA’s will be 

computed and reported, Performance (unweighted) and Achievement (weighted). The 

cumulative GPA is used to determine a student’s rank in class. Some colleges and universities 

use the high school cumulative GPA’s as part of the application procedure. Some institutions 

recalculate the high school cumulative GPA’s based upon their own criteria. 

 

Rank in class 

Rank in class is a listing of all of the students in a particular grade in order, from highest 

cumulative GPA to lowest cumulative GPA using the Achievement (weighted) scale. Rank in 

class is calculated and reported only at the end of each year. No numerical distinction is made 

between students who rank in the top 5% of the class and all students who earn that 
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distinction will be recognized.  All other students will be ranked numerically with an exact 

rank. 

 

Honor Roll 

Honor Roll is awarded each marking period.  The student’s grades, using the Performance 

(unweighted) scale, are averaged to determine if the student qualifies for Honor Roll. 

The qualifications for Honor Roll are: 

 

Distinguished Honor Roll:                        Honor Roll: 

Minimum G.P.A: 3.75                              Minimum GPA: 3.25 

No grade below B-                                   No grade below C 

 

Students earning Incomplete, F or Y grades are ineligible for Honor Rolls 

 

On-line Grade Book 

Students and their parents/guardians can access the student’s grades in the courses in 

which the student is currently enrolled through the Skyward Home Access program.  To 

register for an individual account, email ISS@kcsd.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ISS@kcsd.org
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND SUPPORTS 

 

Advanced Placement Courses 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses enable students to study a subject at the college level 

while in high school. The curriculum is demanding and is designed to prepare students for 

the nationally administered AP exams. Strong performance in AP classes is a prestigious 

credential for college admission. Additionally, students have the opportunity to earn college 

credit by submitting their scores on the AP exams to the colleges of their choice.  Students 

enrolled in any of the 19 Advanced Placement courses at Kennett High School are required 

to take the AP Examinations, administered in May, in place of the final examinations in these 

courses.  

 

Students who have gained extensive content information may also choose to take any of the 

34 AP exams without enrolling in the AP course. Most colleges and universities grant credit if 

the student scores at appropriate levels (often 3, 4, or 5) on the AP examinations. However, 

different schools of higher education, and even different departments within a university, have 

varying standards for awarding credit for AP courses.  Individuals should check directly with 

colleges or universities in which they are interested to see how AP is handled. The College 

Board also maintains a website with this information – – 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home. 

 

It is realistic for students to gain three to fifteen college credits through AP courses. 

AP charges $94 for each examination. Financial aid is available. 

 

Kennett offers the following AP Courses: 

 

 Biology                                          

 Calculus AB 

 Calculus BC 

 Chemistry 

 Comparative Government and Politics 

 Computer Science A 

 English Language and Composition 

 English Literature and Composition 

 Environmental Science 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home
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 European History 

 French Language 

 German Language 

 Latin 

 Macroeconomics 

 Music Theory 

 Physics 1 

 Physics C: Mechanics 

 Psychology 

 Spanish Language                            

 Statistics 

 United States History 

 United States Government & Politics 

 

Original Research Project 

The opportunity is available for students to develop an original project on a topic of personal 

interest.  The student will complete the year-long project under the guidance of a faculty 

mentor.  

 

The project will include the components of development of the plan, exploration of resources 

and compilation of information into a final product. Additionally, there will be periodic seminar 

sessions throughout the year where students will collaborate with other project participants. 

The culminating activity is a formal, multi-media presentation to selected faculty and 

students.  A student wishing to undertake an original research project must devise the plan 

and gain approval from the high school principal and guidance department.  The project can 

count for ¼ to ½ credit, depending on the project description, and will count only as an 

elective.  

 

Gifted Education 

Programming options are available to students who are eligible for gifted education under 

Pennsylvania law.  A Gifted Individualized Education Plan (GIEP) is developed for each 

eligible student which describes the acceleration and/or enrichment activities required to 

develop the student’s outstanding intellectual or creative ability. Depending on the student’s 

identified area(s) of giftedness, such options may include, but are not limited to, testing out 
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of a prerequisite course in order to enroll in a more advanced course than is typically offered 

at the student’s grade level, special projects on a self-selected topic, or mentor programs. 

 

Special Education 

Special education services are provided to students who are eligible under state and federal 

laws. An Individual Education Plan (IEP) is developed for each eligible student based on the 

student’s need for specially designed instruction and/or accommodations and modifications.  

The IEP Team, including the student, the student’s parent or guardian, special education and 

regular education teachers, along with school counselors or other relevant individuals, 

determines a plan that is reasonably calculated to allow the student to make educational 

progress in order to transition successfully to post-secondary adult life.  Depending on the 

student’s degree of need, the plan may include any combination of general education courses, 

special education classes, Career and Technical options, and community based instruction or 

work experience. 

 

Library Media Center 

Located on the third floor of the High School, the Library Media Center serves the information 

needs of Kennett High School. The library is available for classroom instruction, student 

research, computer use, and recreational reading. The Library Media Center is open daily 

from 7:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. with extended hours twice weekly until 4:30 p.m. 

 

The Library Media Center houses a collection of approximately 25,000 volumes. The vast 

majority of these books are available for circulation. There are ten Kindles available for 

circulation with parental permission. Each Kindle contains between three and ten individual 

titles. The Library currently subscribes to 75 magazines and newspapers. Through Access 

Pennsylvania, students and faculty may borrow materials from the collections of libraries 

throughout the state, including the collections of academic libraries. 

 

The Library and adjacent classroom contain 60 computer workstations. The Library currently 

subscribes to over 30 electronic resources, including online encyclopedias, eBooks, periodical 

and reference databases, and specialized subject programs. Most of these programs can be 

accessed from home, using the following URL: http://catalog.kcsd.org.  Home passwords are 

available from the library staff. Throughout the year, the Library sponsors programs to 

encourage student literacy including coffee houses, Teen Read Week, Banned Books Week, 

and National Library Week celebrations, and monthly book club meetings. Additional 

http://catalog.kcsd.org/
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information about library procedures and resources can be directed to the library media 

specialist at 610-444-6617 or via email at lteixeira@kcsd.org. 

 

Naviance: Family Connection Program 

Family Connection is a web based program that helps students explore information about 

careers and colleges. Each student has access to his or her own personalized account. 

Naviance: Family Connection also provides the high school with a communication tool that 

allows us to send email blasts about up-coming meetings, events, local scholarship 

opportunities and other web resources for college and career information.  The program has 

three main features: 

·         About Me – a planning tool that incorporates the student’s individualized scholastic 

information along with the student’s future plans. 

·         Careers - a resource with career clusters and occupation descriptions that include the 

training and education needed for a wide variety of careers. Through two different 

assessments tools related to students’ interests and personality type, students can gain 

insight into their individual strengths and styles, and learn which career clusters would be 

matches for their talents and interests. 

·         Colleges – data base tools for researching, comparing and applying to colleges.  Through 

the college search features, students can create customized lists of colleges that meet their 

particular criteria, including such factors as size, cost, location, majors, sports/activities and 

selectivity.  The program can compare the student’s scholastic record with those of Kennett 

students who have previously applied to colleges to give the student a realistic prediction of 

the likelihood of being accepted.  When students apply to college, they can track their 

application status through the program.  Additionally, students can sign up to visit with 

college representatives who visit Kennett High School and they can research local, national 

and school specific scholarships through the listing and data bases that are posted in the 

program.  

 

Students are introduced and registered with a Family Connection account during ninth grade 

classroom presentations. They begin by completing the Career Interest Profiler assessment. 

They can use the results from this interest inventory to help them complete the Career Path 

Investigation component of the KHS Graduation Project. Classroom presentations are made 

to juniors to share information about the SAT and how to register.   Additional classroom 

sessions are conducted to prepare students for the college exploration and application 

mailto:lteixeira@kcsd.org
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process as well as utilizing the various related resources within Family Connection to assist 

students through this process. 

To access your student’s Family Connection account, go to 

http://connection.naviance.com/kennetths. 

If you have any questions, please contact your student’s counselor.  We will be happy to 

help. 
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

 

The National Honor Society is an organization founded by the National Association of 

Secondary Principals in 1921. Membership in the NHS is an honor bestowed upon a student. 

This honor recognizes the student who possesses the qualities of good character, service to 

the school and community, leadership and scholarship. To be eligible for membership 

selection, a student must meet the following qualifications: 

 

1. The student must be in his/her junior or senior year. 

2. The student must have attended Kennett High School for the equivalent of at least 

one semester. 

3. The student must have a weighted cumulative GPA of at least 3.75 

4. The student must demonstrate involvement in at least two school activities prior to 

and during the time of selection. Future activities are not eligible for 

consideration.  Activities consist of co-curricular and extra-curricular sports and 

clubs associated with the high school. 

 

Students who meet these qualifications will be considered candidates for selection. Selection 

of seniors will be conducted following the first marking period. Selection of juniors will be 

conducted following the second marking period.  If a student wishes to pursue his/her 

candidacy he/she must complete an Activity Resume which verifiably documents his/her high 

school co-curricular and community activities and leadership positions. Every faculty member 

will be given a ballot to evaluate those who seek membership. Each faculty member is asked 

to give a number value from 1 to 6 to evaluate the student’s leadership and character as it is 

perceived in the classroom and school-related activities. Students will verify their service to 

outside organization for the service component of selection. A rotating faculty council, 

representative of the faculty and selected by the principal, will review the results of the faculty 

balloting and student Activity Resume in order to make the final selection. The Faculty Council 

bases their selection on the results of the faculty data and the Activity Resume. An incomplete 

resume will terminate the candidacy. Students will be notified by mail as to whether or not 

they were selected for membership. 
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The following guidelines are used in defining leadership, service and character: 

 

Leadership 

The student who exercises leadership 

• is resourceful in proposing new problems, applying principles and making suggestions 

• demonstrates initiative in promoting school activities 

• exercises influence on peers in upholding school ideals 

• contributes ideas that improve the civic life of the school 

• is able to delegate responsibilities 

• exemplifies positive attitudes 

• inspires positive attitudes 

• demonstrates academic initiative 

•successfully holds school offices or positions of responsibility, conducting business 

effectively and efficiently, and without prodding demonstrates reliability and 

dependability 

• is a forerunner in the classroom, at work, and in school or community activities 

• is thoroughly dependable in any responsibility accepted 

 

Service 

The student who serves 

• is willing to uphold scholarship and maintain a loyal school attitude 

• participates in some outside activity: Girl Scouts; Boy Scouts; church groups; volunteer 

services for the aged, poor, or disadvantaged; family duties 

• volunteers dependable and well-organized assistance, is gladly available, and is willing 

to sacrifice to offer assistance 

• works well with others and is willing to take on difficult or inconspicuous responsibilities 

• cheerfully and enthusiastically renders any requested service to the school 

• is willing to represent the class or school in inter-class and inter-scholastic competition 

• does committee and staff work without complaint 

• shows courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers, and students 
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Character 

The student of character 

• takes criticism willingly and accepts recommendations graciously 

•consistently exemplifies desirable qualities of behavior (cheerfulness, friendliness, poise, 

stability) 

• upholds principles of morality and ethics 

• cooperates by complying with school regulations concerning property, programs, office, 

halls, etc. 

• demonstrates the highest standards of honesty and reliability 

• shows courtesy, concern, and respect for others 

• observes instructions and rules, punctuality, and faithfulness both inside and outside 

the classroom 

• has powers of concentration and sustained attention as shown by perseverance and 

application to studies 

• manifests truthfulness in acknowledging obedience to rules, avoiding cheating in written 

work, and showing unwillingness to profit by the mistakes of others 

• actively helps rid the school of bad influences or environment 

Students who are selected for membership in the National Honor Society will be inducted in 

a formal ceremony held in March. Parents and faculty will be invited to attend.  Until induction 

occurs, a student is considered a candidate. To remain a member, a student must maintain 

all of the standards used in selection.  Students who do not maintain these standards may be 

removed from the organization or put on probation. 
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BUSINESS, COMPUTER AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT 

Accounting I                                 

Accounting II w/ Computer Applications             

Accounting III           

Business / Criminal Law       

Business Exploration                                   

Entrepreneurship 

Fundamentals of Investing 

Social Networking 

Sports / Entertainment Marketing     

Film Making: ISM Film Production 

Broadcast Journalism    

Media Production                       

 

Accounting I 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                 full year 

Through Accounting I, students will gain a foundation in the skills needed to succeed in 

college accounting courses, office work, or managing a small business of their own.  Students 

will learn to keep financial records for personal use and business activities, as well as apply 

that financial information towards advanced studies in Accounting.  Accounting careers will 

be explored and guest speakers will be used to demonstrate what opportunities await a 

candidate with an accounting background.  This elective course is open to all 9th through 

12th grade students.  

 

Accounting II w/ Computer Applications                         

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                 full year 

This course is a continuation of Accounting I.  Accounting II focuses on accounting for a 

merchandise business organized as a corporation.  Topics covered will include inventory, 

uncollectible accounts, depreciation, and sales.  Automated computerized simulations will 

also be used to give students hands-on, real world experience in accounting practice. If you 

are planning on a business major in college, this course will give you a strong foundation and 

preparation for college accounting.  Prerequisite:  Accounting 
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Accounting III with Computer Applications 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                 full year 

Accounting III is an advanced level course including problems in financial reporting and 

accounting control systems.  Students will be exposed to departmentalized accounting and 

how to use a company’s financial information to make business decisions.  Students will also 

be introduced to a voucher system and the importance of managing inventory.  Simulations 

and real-world applications will be an integral part of this course.  If you plan on majoring in 

business then Accounting III is a must.  Pre-requisites for this course are Accounting I and II. 

 

Business/Criminal Law 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

This course introduces the students to the fundamental principles, concepts, and importance 

of law. Topics studied include corporate, consumer, civil, and criminal law.  Students will also 

learn about specific laws that are likely to be relevant to them such as contracts, rental 

agreements, and employment issues.   Cases are analyzed and real-world current events are 

discussed.  Guest speakers and mock trials are used to bring the principles and concepts 

studied to life.   This elective course is open to all 9th through 12th grade students.  

 

Business Exploration 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

Are you prepared for your future?  Business Exploration will take students on a journey from 

career selection to interviewing techniques to landing that first job!  Whether you are thinking 

of majoring in business at college, starting your own company, going to work for a Fortune 

500 corporation or just want to be able to manage your own money, this course is for 

you.  Students will be exposed to personal finance, accounting, sports and entertainment 

marketing, entrepreneurship and international trade. This is an excellent introductory 

course for all other business offerings and will give students a foundation for completing their 

graduation projects.  This elective course is open to all students but it is expected that all 9th 

graders will take this course and/or The Social Network. 
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Entrepreneurship 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

Do you have great ideas?  Are you interested in being your own boss and earning a good 

living?  In Entrepreneurship you will explore the aspects required to plan and operate your 

own business including financing, managing and marketing.  Students will explore new 

business trends in technology, pop culture, fashion, sports and entertainment. You will also 

develop your own business concepts and begin your climb to the top!  This elective course is 

open to all 9th through 12th grade students.  

 

Fundamentals of Investing 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

There is a compelling need for young people to understand the fundamentals of investing as 

early as possible.  There are startling statistics that stress there is a real need to educate 

our young adults on the importance of investing.  It is clear that too many Americans do not 

invest enough and/or they do not begin to invest at an early age.   Consider that $1,200 

invested today at 9% (stock market average) will be worth $37,691 in 40 years and investing 

just $1,000 every year at 9% grows to $337,883 at the end of the 40th year. The 

Fundamentals of Investing will examine topics such as Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds, 

Exchange Traded Funds, and the philosophies, strategies, and history of investing. This 

elective course is open to all 9th through 12th grade students.  

 

Social Networking 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

Discuss the benefits and disadvantages of social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, Flicker, 

KCSD Live, YouTube and possibly more.  Learn to communicate and collaborate using social 

media through engaging real world projects.  Responsibly and effectively connect locally and 

globally.  Use the tools available through social networks to explore careers, develop resumes 

and be introduced to business planning.  This elective course is open to all students but it is 

expected that all 9th graders will take this course and/or Business Exploration. 

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing is one of the fastest growing majors at universities 

throughout America! This course is designed for students who want to learn the basics about 

careers in the Sports and Entertainment industry.  Areas of instruction will include: marketing, 
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advertising, promotion, legal aspects and event planning/execution. Classroom instruction 

will be supplemented by the use of guest speakers, case studies, field trips and 

individual/team projects.  This elective course is open to all 9th through 12th grade students.  

 

 

Film Making: ISM Film Production 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                                 semester 

This cutting edge approach to filmmaking, created by two Hollywood filmmakers, will teach 

you the four basic phases of filmmaking: development, preproduction, shooting the film, and 

editing your film.  You will be able to reach out to Hollywood professionals and post your 

movies on “Sneak on the Lot” screening room for the world to see. You will use all of the 

portable video equipment to shoot your scenes and then edit them using Adobe’s Premiere 

Pro software.  You will need to work as a crewmember on other productions, as well as, direct 

actors and crewmembers on location. This class is opened to any student.  There is a $5.00 

lab fee. 

 

Media Production: TV studio and Video Editing lab 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

Enter the world of multimedia! You will work in the TV studio to produce a variety of TV shows. 

You will learn how to use: cameras, audio mixer, special effects, and lighting. Then you will 

expand your skills by learning how to edit videos using Adobe’s Premiere Pro software.  You 

will also learn how to operate a portable video camera, microphone, and tripod and go on 

location to create videos. Projects will include commercials, interviews, school news, sports, 

and music videos.  You will need to be able to work as a team member. This class is opened 

to all students. There is a $5.00 lab fee. 

 

Broadcast Journalism 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                 semester 

In the process of creating a basic news story you will learn about specific newsgathering and 

video editing techniques. You will work in teams to select a topic, conduct an interview, and 

report a story. You will learn how to incorporate video elements in news stories such as: 

interview sound bites, reporter stand ups, extra shots, natural sound, titles, and narration. 

You will also create public service announcements for Ktv. There are no prerequisites, but 

you should have strong writing skills. 

There is a $5.00 lab fee. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Survey of Literature Block  

Survey of Literature  

Advanced Survey of Literature  

Honors Survey of Literature  

World Literature Block  

World Literature  

Advanced World Literature  

Honors World Literature  

American Literature  

Advanced American Literature  

Honors American Literature  

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition  

English 12  

Honors British Literature            

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition  

Keystone Literature Lab 

ELECTIVES 

Creative Writing 

Poetry  

Public Speaking 

Seminar: 1960s                                                         

  

General Guidelines 

English courses that fulfill the English graduation requirement have required summer 

reading. Reading lists will be distributed through the English department and made available 

in the high school main office, as well as on the high school website.  Summer reading will be 

assessed the first week of school, as well as during first marking period writing assignments. 

 

Student placement regarding course level depends upon previous student performance and 

teacher recommendation. All students will conference with their English teachers during the 

course selection process to determine suitable placement. 
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Honors courses are designed for students seeking high-level academic challenges and are 

substantially more rigorous in terms of level and quantity of material covered than academic 

level courses. In these courses students are expected to manage an increased load of 

independent work and learn at an accelerated pace.  Students will be required to apply, 

analyze, and synthesize course content cumulatively and to demonstrate learning through in-

depth writing assignments and multiple modes of assessment. 

 

Survey of Literature Block (Grade 9) 

2 credits (1 core, 1 elective)                    10 periods/week                               full year 

This course is designed to support and enhance students’ literacy skills so that they will gain 

the academic vocabulary and language skills needed to read and analyze fiction and 

nonfiction texts effectively. In addition, students will develop the analytical reading and 

writing skills needed for proficiency on the Keystone Literature exam. The course readings 

include a variety of genres in an effort to widen students’ understanding of and appreciation 

for literature. Readings encourage students to study nonfiction, literary elements of fiction, 

comedy, drama, and poetry. Writing instruction, focusing on sentence, paragraph, and essay 

construction, will address the development of defensible claims and the incorporation of 

research as evidence. Placement in this course is determined through a variety of means, 

including teacher recommendation. Students who successfully complete this course will earn 

one English credit and one elective credit. 

 

Survey of Literature (Grade 9) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Survey of Literature emphasizes expository writing, grammar and usage, genres of literature, 

and vocabulary building.  Students will study representative samples from, but not limited to, 

the following units: non-fiction, comedy, poetry and epic, short story, novel, drama, and 

satire.  Literature is taught in conjunction with writing and grammar. In the literature portion, 

emphasis is placed on analyzing, interpreting, evaluating, and writing about literature.  

 

Advanced Survey of Literature (Grade 9) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Advanced Survey of Literature emphasizes expository writing, mastery of grammar and usage, 

elements of literature, and vocabulary building.  In this writing-intensive and rigorously paced 

course, students will study representative samples from the following units: non-fiction, 

comedy, poetry and epic, short story, novel, drama, and satire.   Students in the course read 
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most works independently before class discussion.  This course also offers a thorough review 

of English grammar, usage, and mechanics. Students are expected to integrate their grammar 

and writing skills in their literary analysis.  In the literature portion, emphasis is placed on 

analyzing, interpreting, evaluating, and writing about literature. Students will work to develop 

and master the skills necessary for expository writing. 

 

Honors Survey of Literature (Grade 9) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Honors Survey of Literature emphasizes expository writing, mastery of grammar and usage, 

elements of literature, and vocabulary building.  In this writing-intensive and rigorously paced 

course, students will study representative samples from the following units: epic, drama, 

comedy, poetry, and satire.   Students will read works independently before class 

discussion.   Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of grammar and usage in their 

writing.  Active participation in class discussions and in collaborative learning is paramount 

to student success.  Admittance into this honors course is determined through a combination 

of standardized test scores, teacher recommendations, and grades. 

 

World Literature Block (Grade 10) 

2 credits (1 core, 1 elective)                    10 periods/week                               full year 

Building upon skills covered in Survey Literature Block, students will continue to study the 

academic vocabulary and language skills needed to read and analyze fiction and nonfiction 

texts effectively. In addition, students will develop the analytical reading and writing skills 

needed for proficiency on the Keystone Literature exam. The course readings reflect a variety 

of cultures, ethnicities, and perspectives, all of which will widen students’ understanding of 

and appreciation for world literature. Readings cover a number a time periods, with each unit 

including readings that reflect a contemporary perspective of the time period. Writing 

instruction, focusing on sentence, paragraph, and essay construction, will address the 

development of defensible claims and the incorporation of research as evidence. Placement 

in this course is determined through a variety of means, including teacher recommendation. 

Students who successfully complete this course will earn one English credit and one elective 

credit 
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World Literature (Grade 10) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in Survey of Literature, World Literature emphasizes expository 

writing, grammar and usage, elements of literature, and vocabulary building.  Students will 

study representative samples from the following units:  Ancient Worlds and India, China and 

Japan, Ancient Greece and Rome, Middle Ages, Renaissance and Rationalism, Romanticism 

and Realism, Modern World, and the Contemporary World.  This course also offers a thorough 

review of English grammar, usage, and mechanics. Literature is taught in conjunction with 

writing and grammar. In the literature portion, emphasis is placed on analyzing, interpreting, 

evaluating, and writing about literature.  

 

Advanced World Literature (Grade 10) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in Advanced Survey of Literature, Advanced World Literature 

emphasizes expository writing, mastery of grammar and usage, elements of literature, and 

vocabulary building.  In this writing-intensive and rigorously paced course, students will study 

representative samples from the following units:  Ancient Worlds, India, China and Japan, 

Ancient Greece and Rome, Middle Ages, Renaissance and Rationalism, Romanticism and 

Realism, Modern World, and the Contemporary World. Emphasis is placed on analyzing, 

interpreting, evaluating, and writing about literature.  This course also offers a thorough 

review of English grammar, usage, and mechanics. Students are expected to integrate their 

grammar and writing skills into their literary analysis.  

 

Honors World Literature (Grade 10) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in Honors Survey of Literature, Honors World Literature 

emphasizes expository writing, mastery of grammar and usage, elements of literature, and 

vocabulary building.  In this writing-intensive and rigorously paced course, students will study 

representative samples from the following units:  Ancient Worlds, India, China and Japan, 

Ancient Greece and Rome, Middle Ages, Renaissance and Rationalism, Romanticism and 

Realism, Modern World, and the Contemporary World.   Students will read works 

independently before class discussion.   Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of 

grammar and usage in their writing and to demonstrate higher level thinking skills in their oral 

and written assessments.  Active participation in class discussions and in collaborative 

learning is paramount to student success. 
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American Literature (Grade 11) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in World Literature, American Literature is a comprehensive 

course that examines the evolution of American literature and thought.  The course 

emphasizes expository writing, grammar and usage, elements of literature, and vocabulary 

building.  Students will read representative samples from the following eras: Puritanism, the 

Enlightenment, Romanticism, Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism. Literature is taught in 

conjunction with writing and grammar. In the literature portion, emphasis is placed on 

analyzing, interpreting, evaluating, and writing about literature.  Students will continue to 

develop and master expository writing skills.  They will also complete a unit on research skills 

culminating in a formal research paper.  

 

Advanced American Literature (Grade 11) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in Advanced World Literature, Advanced American Literature is 

a comprehensive course that examines the evolution of American literature and 

thought.  While studying this progression, emphasis will be placed on expository writing, 

grammar and usage, elements of literature, and vocabulary building. Students will read 

representative samples from the following eras:  Puritanism, the Enlightenment, 

Romanticism, Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism. Students in the course read most works 

independently before class discussion. Students are expected to integrate grammar and 

writing skills into their literary analysis. In the literature portion, emphasis is placed on 

analyzing, interpreting, evaluating, and writing about literature. Students will work toward 

mastery of expository writing skills. They will also complete an extensive unit on research 

skills that culminates in a formal research paper. 

 

Honors American Literature (Grade 11) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in Honors World Literature, Honors American Literature is a 

comprehensive course that examines the evolution of American literature and thought.  It 

emphasizes persuasive writing, mastery of grammar and usage, elements of literature, and 

vocabulary building.  In this writing-intensive and rigorously paced course, students will study 

representative samples from the following units: Puritanism, the Enlightenment, 

Romanticism, Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism.  Students read all works independently 

before class discussion.   Class discussions focus on rhetorical analysis, interpretation, and 
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evaluation; written reflection often follows discussions. Students are expected to 

demonstrate mastery of grammar and usage in their writing and to demonstrate higher level 

thinking skills in their oral and written assessments. Active participation in class discussions 

and in collaborative learning is paramount to student success.  Students will complete an 

extensive research unit that culminates in a formal paper and oral presentation.  

 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition (Grade 11) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Students in this college-level course will read and analyze a challenging range of literature 

to deepen their awareness of rhetoric and the workings of language. Using a chronological 

and New Historicism approach, students will examine the development of American thought 

through novels, short stories, and poetry. However, they will concentrate their efforts on the 

study of nonfiction readings that feature expository, analytical, and argumentative texts, 

both written and visual, so that they become skilled in identifying author’s purpose and 

audience and become appreciative of the nuances of language: syntax, diction, and tone. As 

part of this examination process, students will write descriptive, analytical, and persuasive 

essays, along with numerous shorter papers, all of which will require advanced critical 

thinking skills. In addition, they will write a college-level synthesis paper for which they 

integrate multiple sources. Finally, students will cultivate test-taking skills that will help 

them not only on the AP Language and Composition test but also in college. 

 

English 12 (Grade 12) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Building upon skills covered in Survey, World, and American Literature, and Advanced 

American Literature, English 12 emphasizes expository writing, literary analysis, media 

adaptation, and vocabulary building.  Students will study fiction and non-fiction bestsellers 

and traditional works, both long and short. 

 

Students will identify and analyze related themes in popular fiction and arguments in popular 

non-fiction by completing two independent reading projects. Discussions and writing 

assignments will emphasize analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating literature and supporting 

an original opinion.  Students will also complete a literary research paper and develop 

practical writing and speaking skills necessary for college and business success. 
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Honors British Literature 

1 credit    5 periods/week   full year 

Building upon skills covered in Advanced and Honors American literature, Honors British 

literature is a comprehensive course that examines the evolution of British literature and 

thought. It emphasizes expository writing, mastery of grammar and usage, elements of 

literature, and vocabulary building.  In this writing-intensive and rigorously paced course, 

students will study representative samples from the following units: The Emergent Period, 

The Medieval Period, The Renaissance, The Restoration, The Romantic Period, The Victorian 

Period, and Modern literature.  Students in the course read all works independently before 

class discussion.    Class discussions focus on analysis, interpretation, and evaluation; written 

reflection often follows discussions. Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of 

grammar and usage in their writing and to demonstrate higher level thinking skills in their oral 

and written assessments.  Active participation in class discussions and in collaborative 

learning is paramount to student success. Students will complete an extensive literary 

research paper based upon independent reading and teacher-approved novels to combine 

multiple primary texts with literary criticism.  Emphasis will be placed on solidifying skills 

necessary for academic success in college. 

 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (Grade 12) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is a rigorous course offering students an 

opportunity to pursue college-level literary study in high school.  This course does fulfill a 

one- credit English requirement.  Students will read, analyze, and discuss drama, poetry, short 

fiction, and novels. They will review schools of literary theory and other analytical and 

research techniques that they will subsequently apply to the titles studied. Writing 

assignments are required often. Timed writing and test-taking skills are examined and 

practiced. Literature titles include but are not limited to: Wuthering Heights, The Chosen, A 

Raisin in the Sun, Othello, A Handmaid’s Tale, Frankenstein, Heart of Darkness, Invisible Man, 

and Death of a Salesman.  Students will also participate in two lit circle projects, along with 

writing a poetry research paper.  After the AP test, students will complete an independent 

writing project. Placement in this course adheres to the department standard outlined 

under General Guidelines. 
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Keystone Literature Lab 

Varying credit                                            1-3 period(s)/week                               full year 

This course is designed to improve student skills in vocabulary, reading, and writing that are 

addressed in the Keystone Literature Exam.  Students will improve academic and content 

specific vocabulary.  Students will read both nonfiction and fictional literature ranging from 

speeches, articles, and biographies to short stories and novel excerpts.  Students will also 

regularly engage in both formal and informal writing exercises emphasizing text based 

application responses and critical thinking analysis. 

 

Creative Writing 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                             semester 

Creative writing for publication or personal satisfaction is the focus of this course. Students 

will examine and experiment with various elements of writing.  The main focus of this class 

is the short story, through which students will work with elements such as setting, plot, 

characterization, and dialogue that they can then apply to other genres of writing. Students 

will read and analyze exemplary models, then create their original works. Collaborative editing 

and revision will be a part of the writing process. Students will submit a portfolio of original 

work at the conclusion of the course.  This is an elective course and will not fulfill an English 

requirement. 

 

Poetry 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                semester 

Students in this class will be expected to analyze, interpret, and discuss various forms of 

poetry. They will also be expected to create original poetry in these many poetic styles 

following rules of rhyme, meter, and content. Collaborative editing and revision accomplished 

through work-shopping classes will be a major focus of the course. Students will submit a 

portfolio of original work at the conclusion of the course.  This is an elective course and will 

not fulfill an English requirement. 

 

Public Speaking 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                semester 

This activity-centered course focuses on the development of listening and speaking skills that 

students can apply to many other academic areas. Students will prepare and deliver original 

speeches of all types, including extemporaneous, impromptu, informational, and persuasive. 
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Students will evaluate and critique each other and will also have the opportunity to evaluate 

themselves on videotape.  This is an elective course and will not fulfill an English requirement. 

 

Seminar: 1960s 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                semester 

This cross-disciplinary elective course is co-taught by members of the Social Studies and 

English departments.  The seminar will focus on the decade of the sixties.  A variety of 

literature from several genres will be studied with emphasis on the historical and cultural 

contexts of the works.  Coursework will engage the student’s ability to read independently, 

participate in class discussion, and deliver oral presentations. This is an elective course 

designed for students in grades 11 and 12 only and will not fulfill an English requirement. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD) DEPARTMENT 

Newcomers/Entering                                        

ELL Conversation and Grammar 

ELL Entering/Beginning                              

ELL Beginning/Developing 

ELL Developing/Expanding     

ELL Reading 

ELL Literature and Literacy                                         

ELL Support 

 

Students whose first language is one other than English are eligible for support services 

through the ELD program. Eligibility is determined by the student’s performance on the 

ACCESS English proficiency assessment (WIDA Screener) at the time of enrollment. The 

results will be used to place students into appropriate levels of English instruction. These 

courses will emphasize content vocabulary and skills necessary to be successful in all subject 

areas. In addition, courses will focus on the four language domains: listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. The ELD program also offers support classes to ensure that students 

are successful in their core classes.  The goal of the program is to increase the student’s 

proficiency in English as quickly as possible so that he/she may succeed academically in all 

content areas. 

 

Newcomers/Entering            

2 credits                                             10 periods/week                                full year 

This course is for newly enrolled students whose first language is not English. Placement in 

this course is determined by the ACCESS English proficiency assessment (WIDA Screener). 

This course emphasizes the development of basic English language skills through listening, 

speaking, writing, and reading. Mastery of basic vocabulary and basic grammatical structures 

are taught through collaborative and cooperative learning. Each student’s individual language 

needs are addressed. 

 

ELL Conversation and Grammar 

1 credit                                               5 periods/week                                  full year 

The ELD course provides students who have limited English language skills the opportunity 

to improve their proficiency through the four language domains: listening, speaking, reading, 
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and writing. A strong emphasis is placed on conversation and grammar acquisition to enable 

the students to be successful in all subject areas, such as Mathematics, Sciences, Social 

Studies, and Language Arts.  

 

ELL Entering/Beginning 

1 credit                                               5 periods/week                                 full year 

This ELD course emphasizes the development of basic language arts skills. Instruction in this 

course is delivered in pace and rigor with the linguistic ability.  English grammar, basic writing 

skills, reading comprehension, public speaking, and vocabulary development are stressed in 

addition to focusing on the four basic language domains: listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing.  

 

ELL Beginning/Developing 

1 credit                                               5 periods/week                                 full year 

This ELD course emphasizes the development of basic language arts skills. Instruction in this 

course is delivered in pace and rigor compared to Entering/Beginning with the linguistic 

ability.  English grammar, basic writing skills, reading comprehension, public speaking, and 

vocabulary development are stressed in addition to focusing on the four basic language 

domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

 

ELL Developing/Expanding 

1 credit                                               5 periods/week                                 full year 

This ELD course emphasizes the development of basic language arts skills. Instruction in this 

course is delivered in pace and rigor compared to Beginning/Developing with the linguistic 

ability.  English grammar, basic writing skills, reading comprehension, public speaking, and 

vocabulary development are stressed in addition to focusing on the four basic language 

domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

 

ELL Reading 

1 credit                                               5 periods/week                      full year 

The ELL Reading courses place an emphasis on reading skills and development. Students 

take a reading placement test upon beginning the course and instruction is curtailed to their 

needs. Reading strategies, comprehension skills, and writing skills are emphasized in this 

course. Students will also be required to read independently at home. 
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ELL Literature and Literacy 

1 credit                                                 5 periods/week                   full year 

The ELL Literature and Literacy course is designed to prepare students for the Pennsylvania 

Keystone Literature Exam. Reading strategies, comprehension skills, and writing skills are 

emphasized in this course. Students will be exposed to and practice various skills based on 

the eligible content. Finally, students will practice and learn standardized testing strategies. 

 

ELL Support 

1 credit                                               5 periods/week                                  full year 

This ELD course is designed for ELLs who are actively enrolled in the program to provide 

intervention and enrichment in addition to refine writing, listening, speaking, and reading 

skills. The course aims to assist those students with study skills, tutoring, and bridging any 

gaps they may have to ensure that they are successful in their mainstream courses. 
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Foods and You                             

Nutrition for Health and Wellness 

Culinary Arts                                  

Pastry Arts 

Human Growth and Development 

 

Materials fees are charged in all Family and Consumer Science classes.  However, financial 

assistance is available for students for whom this fee would pose a hardship.  Please see 

your guidance counselor or the principal for more information.   

 

Foods and You 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/ week                            semester 

In this course students participate in classroom and food lab activities to develop their 

knowledge of nutrition and food preparation techniques.  Students learn the basics of 

sanitation and safety, consumer strategies, personal nutrition and culinary skills.  Course is 

open to all students in grades 9 -12.  There is a $20.00 lab fee. 

 

Nutrition for Health and Wellness 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/ week                            semester 

Apply health and nutrition concepts to your personal lifestyle.  Become familiar with nutrients, 

food groups and nutrient standards. Analyze your diet using USDA’s My Pyramid and Dietary 

Guidelines for Americans. Learn how food choices affect overall health and wellness. 

Experiment with a variety of cooking techniques focusing on healthy foods. Evaluate the 

nutritional content, taste, expense and ease of preparation of these foods.  Course is open to 

all students in grades 9-12.  There is a $20.00 lab fee. 

 

Culinary Arts        

.5 credit                                        5 periods/ week                            semester 

Culinary Arts is an advanced foods course that emphasizes the selection, purchasing, and 

preparation of meals combined with the study of regional American foods.  Emphasis is 

placed on cooking principles, proper use of kitchen equipment, accurate measurement, and 

knife safety, during weekly cooking experiences. Completion of Foods and You is a 

prerequisite for the study of Culinary Arts. 
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Pastry Arts 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/ week                            semester 

This advanced pastry course focuses on artistic dessert presentations by introducing both 

classical and modern techniques for cakes, tarts, breads, cookies and mousses.  The 

foundation of pastry arts will be solidified through critical thinking to solve possible problems, 

which sometimes arise during the creations of these desserts.  Satisfactory completion of 

Foods & You is a prerequisite. There is a $20 lab fee.  

 

Human Growth and Development 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/ week                            semester 

Human development knowledge is essential for students pursuing a career in education, 

health and human service professions, and many other careers involving working with 

children and youth. This course focuses on human growth and development (prenatal stage 

through young adult). Students will study the principles of development and their interactions, 

conditions that influence a child’s development, and strategies that promote healthy and 

productive lives. 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Health Education                         

Advanced Health                          

Basic Health                                  

Physical Education                          

ELECTIVES                                                   

Introduction to Sports Medicine 

Personal Fitness 

Strength and Conditioning 

Extreme Physical Education 

Core and Mobility                                     

                                            

 Health Education 

.4 credit                                        3 periods/week                             full year 

Health is required for all Kennett High School students and is usually scheduled in the 

ninth grade. This course is a prerequisite for Advanced Health.  Health is divided into five 

areas of concentration: 

 Nutrition and Fitness 

 Family Life and Sex Education 

 Personal Health 

 Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco 

 Intentional and Unintentional Injuries 

This course empowers students to make proper decisions regarding their health and 

their future. Refusal and assertiveness skills are refined while learning to make healthy life 

choices. All students learn basic first aid skills in preparation for an emergency. 

 

Advanced Health 

.2 credit                                        2 periods/week                             full year 

This course is a required health class for tenth graders. Emphasis is placed on applying the 

health facts and skills previously learned in order to make proper health choices. Updated 

information is presented on HIV/Aids, nutrition, and drugs and alcohol. Strategies are learned 

to cope with stress, depression, and violence. Students will analyze major health issues such 

as stress, sexual harassment and sexual assault. The course is designed to promote the 

development of health literate adults. 
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Basic Health 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                semester 

This course is designed to teach health education topics for students whose first language is 

one other than English.  Emphasis is placed on applying health facts and skills in a 

cooperative setting which fosters verbal communication, strengthens vocabulary and 

enhances language acquisition.  Information is presented on body systems, HIV/AIDS, and 

substance abuse. Refusal, decision making and assertiveness skills are refined while learning 

to make healthy life choices. 

 

Physical Education 

.2 credit                                        2 periods/week                             full year 

Physical Education is designed to provide a program which will help the students acquire 

the skills and self-confidence they need to participate in a wide variety of physical 

activities.  Additionally, the program is designed to encourage behavior that is socially 

responsible and respects the differences among people in physical activity. Each student 

must pass physical education each year. Students are scheduled for physical education 

during their freshman and sophomore years.  Should a student fail physical education, they 

will be required to make up that year, as well as take the current year’s course. 

 

Introduction to Sports Medicine 

.4 credit                                        2 periods/week                              full year 

Detailed information on specific athletic injuries is presented while learning human anatomy 

and joint movement. Students will learn how to recognize and treat common athletic injuries. 

This course will include opportunities for students to assist the high school athletic trainer 

during athletic events. This elective course is excellent preparation for students considering 

a career in sports medicine, physical therapy, physical education or recreation. It is designed 

for students in grades 11 and 12; 10th graders may enroll with teacher recommendation. 

 

Personal Fitness 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                             semester 

This course will allow students to analyze their current diet and exercise habits and to 

develop a personal nutritional and fitness program. Primarily an exercise class, students will 

learn a variety of fitness activities including yoga, free weights, and body weight exercises. 

Cardiovascular endurance exercises coupled with strength training will provide the student 
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with a broad understanding of the importance of establishing lifelong habits that lead to a 

healthy lifestyle. This elective course is designed for students in grades, 9, 10, 11, and 12. 

 

Strength and Conditioning 

.6 credit                                           4 periods/week                                full year 

The Strength and Conditioning course is an activity course that allows students to develop 

general and sport specific training using a variety of methods. Students will experience a 

wide variety of weightlifting activities and participate in many workouts designed to improve 

aerobic and anaerobic conditioning. All workouts are appropriate for general physical 

conditioning and geared towards the individual needs of the student. Similarly, workouts are 

designed with sports in mind so that athletes participating on teams may improve their 

conditioning during out of season periods or in season periods. 

 

Extreme Physical Education 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                             semester 

This elective course is designed for students who have a STRONG interest in physical 

education and recreation. Students will be challenged with a wide variety of activities from 

team sports, fitness and conditioning, to individual lifetime sports. This course will explore 

various topics and activities not covered in a traditional physical education program. This is 

an excellent elective for “DIE-HARD” students who love physical activity!  Prerequisites: 

Successful completion of physical education in grades 9 and 10 and a teacher 

recommendation. 

 

Core and Mobility 

.4 credit                                           2 periods/week                                full year 

Did you know that sitting has become the new smoking and that a body tends to mold itself 

into the positions it finds itself in most of the time? Restricted ranges of motion also 

compromise a person’s ability to move as a normal part of the day, in athletic pursuits, or 

when working. The Core & Mobility class is an activity driven experience designed to help 

develop abdominal strength and total body mobility. The course is designed to teach practical 

methods for individuals develop good posture and maintain good range of motion for a 

lifetime. If you are looking for a class that is relaxing and will leave you feeling great, this is 

the class for you. 
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT  

Pre-Algebra                                                                

Algebra I Block                                                             

Advanced Algebra I                                                      

Geometry                                                                     

Advanced Geometry                                                    

Honors Geometry                                                        

Algebra II                                                                       

Advanced Algebra II                                                     

Honors Algebra II 

Math Analysis  

Advanced Mathematical Analysis 

Honors Mathematical Analysis 

Calculus 

AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus BC 

Mathematics of Financial Literacy 

Discrete Mathematics 

Statistics 

AP Statistics 

AP Computer Science A 

Algebra Keystone Remediation 

HONORS STEM COURSES 

Honors Introduction to Engineering and Design 

Honors Principles of Engineering  

*Honors Civil Engineering and Architecture  

*Honors Aerospace Engineering 

*Honors Digital Electronics  

(*denotes Advanced STEM courses) 

                                                                                                                                          

    All students are encouraged to follow the most challenging course of study.  Since 

mathematics is a subject that is best learned by practicing, homework is routinely 

assigned.  Completion of assigned work is essential to success.  In every course, students 

are required to use technology and to communicate orally and in writing.  All courses 
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include applications to problem solving. A graphing calculator is recommended for all 

courses.  Students enrolling in any class must have a teacher recommendation that is based 

on a combination of standardized test scores, student preparedness for the curriculum, and 

grades in prior courses (with emphasis on mid-term and final examinations). 

 

Pre-Algebra 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed to introduce students to essential mathematical skills necessary for 

success in future high school mathematics courses.  Topics include data and statistics, 

probability, algebraic concepts, use of formulas and measurement, and graphing in the 

coordinate plane.  

 

Algebra I Block                                      

2 credits (1 core, 1 elective)                      10 periods/week                                full 

year 

This course emphasizes building strong foundational skills in algebra to ensure success in 

future high school mathematics courses.  Among the topics developed are number relations, 

polynomial expressions, solution of equations and inequalities, use of formulas, probability 

and statistics, and graphing.  The emphasis at this level is on linear and quadratic relations. 

 

Advanced Algebra I                                          

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed to provide the background necessary as an introduction to a college 

preparatory mathematics program.  Among the topics developed are number relations, 

polynomial expressions, solution of equations and inequalities, use of formulas, probability 

and statistics, and graphing.  The emphasis at this level is on linear and quadratic relations. 

 

Geometry                                     

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed for students who have completed Algebra I Block.   It is a fundamental 

study of the concepts and applications of geometry.  Attention is given to helping students 

understand the nature of deductive and inductive reasoning, the role of definitions and 

undefined terms, and the meaning of logical sequence. 
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Advanced Geometry                                         

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a fundamental study of the concepts and applications of geometry.  Attention 

is given to helping students understand the nature of deductive and inductive reasoning, the 

role of definitions and undefined terms, and the meaning of logical sequence.  This course 

sequentially follows Algebra I in the college preparatory mathematics program.  

 

Honors Geometry                

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a rigorous study of the concepts and applications of geometry.  The role of 

definitions and undefined terms, the nature of deductive proof and deductive reasoning and 

the meaning of logical sequence are stressed.  An axiomatic approach is used with emphasis 

on the development of formal proof.  This course is the initial course in the mathematics 

honors program.  Students enrolled in this course must have demonstrated superior 

performance in prior mathematics courses.  (This course will be offered when enrollment 

warrants.) 

 

Algebra II                        

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course adopts a fundamental approach to a standard Algebra II course with emphasis 

on basic skills and techniques.  Topics include probability, statistics, linear systems, 

quadratics methods, polynomials, rational expressions, and exponential functions.  Additional 

topics may include radical equations, sequences and series, and matrices.  This course 

sequentially follows Geometry. 

 

Advanced Algebra II                                        

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course builds on Algebra I concepts and explores the characteristics and behaviors of 

polynomial functions. Students solve polynomial, rational and radical equations, polynomial 

inequalities, and linear systems.  They are introduced to complex numbers, matrices, 

probability and data analysis, and exponential and logarithmic equations.  Additional topics 

may include an introduction to sequences and statistics.  This course sequentially follows 

Advanced Geometry in the college preparatory mathematics program. 

 

 



 
53 

 

Honors Algebra II               

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a rigorous, comprehensive approach to second-year algebra.  Critical thinking 

is emphasized through graphing and creative problem solving.  Topics include complex 

numbers, matrices, mathematical modeling, conic sections, probability and statistics, and 

sequences and series.  Students explore the characteristics and behaviors of various types 

of functions and solve polynomial, rational, and radical equations, polynomial inequalities, 

linear systems and exponential and logarithmic equations.  

 

Mathematical Analysis                   

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course will build on students’ prior mathematical knowledge and help bridge the gap 

between advanced mathematical topics and the practical application of mathematics in our 

everyday society. A focus on problem solving, using a wide range of strategies will be 

emphasized.  The Algebra first semester topics include solving and graphing second degree 

equations or higher, coordinate geometry, permutations and combinations, probability and 

conic shapes and their equations. Trigonometry is studied in the second semester and the 

topics include solving problems involving triangles, working with equations and expressions 

that include trigonometric ratios, applying trigonometric concepts to the Cartesian coordinate 

plane and graphing trigonometric functions. 

 

Advanced Mathematical Analysis                    

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed as a preparation for students who plan to take calculus at the high 

school or college level.  Topics include set theory, the algebra of functions, polynomial, 

exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions, applications of trigonometry, and conic 

sections.  Additional topics may include matrices, sequences and series, and probability.  This 

course is designed for students who have demonstrated strong abilities in both Advanced 

Geometry and Advanced Algebra II in the college preparatory mathematics program. 

 

Honors Mathematical Analysis      

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a rigorous, comprehensive preparation for the study of AP calculus.  Topics 

include multiple problem-solving techniques, the algebra of functions, algebraic and 

transcendental functions, applications of trigonometry, power series, limits, polar 
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coordinates, polar equations, vectors, and probability distributions.  Emphasis is placed on 

graphing functions.  This course follows Honors Algebra II and Honors Geometry. 

 

Calculus                   

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed for those students who have successfully completed the 

Mathematical Analysis course and wish to further prepare for college mathematics.  It does 

not qualify a student for the Advanced Placement Calculus examination.  Topics include a 

review of functions and graphing, limits, basic techniques of differentiation and integration, 

and applications to problem solving. 

 

Advanced Placement Calculus AB                        

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course emphasizes a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, 

results, and problems being expressed geometrically, numerically, analytically, and 

verbally.  The connections among these representations also are stressed.  Topics of limits, 

continuity, derivatives, antiderivatives, integrals, approximations, and applications and 

modeling are developed using various types of functions.  This course sequentially follows 

Honors Mathematical Analysis.  A score of 3 or higher on the Advanced Placement Calculus 

AB examination may earn the student one semester of college credit. 

 

Advanced Placement Calculus BC 

1 credit                                             5 periods/week                               full year 

This course emphasizes a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, 

results, and problems being expressed geometrically, numerically, analytically, and 

verbally.  The connections among these representations also are stressed.  Topics of limits, 

continuity, derivatives, anti-differentiation, integrals, L’Hopital’s Rule, integration by parts 

and simple partial fractions, improper integrals, arc length, polynomial approximations and 

series, and applications and modeling are developed using various types of functions 

including parametric, polar and vector functions.  A score of 3 or higher on the Advanced 

Placement Calculus BC examination may earn the student one or more semesters of college 

credit. 
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Mathematics of Financial Literacy 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

In this course, students gain the knowledge and skills required to make sound financial 

decisions and manage their own personal finances. The lessons are designed to engage 

students in critical thinking, problem solving, and decision-making. Throughout the course, 

students use the Internet for access to the latest information on personal finance topics and 

financial products.  Using knowledge gained from the lessons and information gleaned from 

the Internet, students create a set of tools and data that may be useful in their adult 

lives.  This course follows the Algebra II course and is designed for seniors who do not intend 

to enroll in a four-year college directly from high school or who intend to enter the work force 

directly from high school. 

 

Discrete Mathematics                      

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed for students who have completed an Algebra II course and who wish 

to further prepare for college mathematics, but who have not demonstrated more than 

average mathematical skills.  Students develop their abilities to model problems, apply 

technology, use and analyze algorithms, think recursively, use mathematics to make 

decisions, and use inductive methods to solve problems.  Topics include the mathematics of 

social choice, management science, problem solving, probability, and statistics. 

 

Statistics                   

1 credit                                         5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed for those students who have successfully completed the Advanced 

Algebra II and/or Advanced Mathematical Analysis course and wish to further prepare for 

college mathematics.  It does not qualify a student for the Advanced Placement Statistics 

examination.  This course will include statistical topics such as graphical representations of 

data, analysis of variance, regression and correlation, probability, and the normal distribution. 

It will enable students to understand statistics used in daily life and read statistical 

information critically. 

 

Advanced Placement Statistics       

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a non-calculus based introductory course in statistics that may be chosen as 

an elective or as a senior mathematics course.  The course is a college level course and 
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demands good reading and writing skills.  Students planning collegiate studies in the physical 

or social sciences should consider taking this course.  The course focuses on four conceptual 

themes: exploring data, planning a study, anticipating patterns, and inferring from 

statistics.  Students enrolling in this class must have successfully completed or be 

concurrently enrolled in Mathematical Analysis.  A score of 3 or higher on the Advanced 

Placement Statistics exam may earn the student one semester of college credit. 

 

Advanced Placement Computer Science A 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is designed to give students an understanding of computer programming in 

preparation for the AP Computer Science A examination. Programming work outside of class 

is required.  Course topics include:  programming methodology using Java, object oriented 

programming, algorithm development, arrays and loops.  Students enrolled in this course 

should have strong Algebra II skills coupled with both an aptitude for and interest in problem 

solving.   

 

Algebra Keystone Remediation 

Varying credit                                   1-3 period(s)/week                            full year 

 

This course is designed for students who have not scored at least at the proficient level on 

the Keystone Algebra I Test.  In addition to direct instruction students will use an online 

computer program review designated Algebra I skill areas.  The course is designed to 

augment and reinforce previously introduced concepts as well as to build stronger test taking 

skills.  This course does not fulfill a mathematics requirement, but does earn elective credit. 

 

Honors Introduction to Engineering Design 

(IED)                                                                                           

1 credit                                             5 periods/week                                full year 

Designed for 9th or 10th grade students, the major focus of IED is the design process and its 

application. Through hands-on projects, students apply engineering standards and document 

their work. Students will use industry standard 3D modeling software to help them design 

solutions to solve proposed problems, document their work using an engineer’s notebook, 

and learn how to communicate solutions to peers and members of the professional 

community.  STEM courses are challenging and the grades earned in these courses will be 

weighted with an additional .5 quality point. 
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Honors Principles of Engineering (POE) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Designed for 10th or 11th grade students (but also open to seniors), this survey course 

exposes students to major concepts they’ll encounter in a post-secondary engineering course 

of study. Topics include mechanisms, energy, statics, materials, and kinematics. You will 

develop problem-solving skills and apply your knowledge of research and design to create 

solutions to various challenges, document their work and communicate solutions.  Ideally, 

students will have been exposed to trigonometry prior to enrolling in this course. 

STEM courses are challenging and the grades earned in these courses will be weighted with 

an additional .5 quality point. 

 

Honors Civil Engineering and Architecture (CEA) 

1 credit                                           5 periods/week                                full year 

Advanced STEM course designed for students who have completed the (IED) and/or (POE) 

STEM courses.   Students in this course will learn important aspects of building and site 

design & development. They will apply math, science, and standard engineering practices to 

design both residential and commercial projects and document their work using 3D 

architecture design software.  Students requesting this course should have a strong 

foundation in algebra and geometry.  Students wishing to enroll in this course must have 

already successfully completed either Introduction to Engineering Design or Principles of 

Engineering.  STEM courses are challenging and the grades earned in these courses will be 

weighted with an additional .5 quality point. 

 

Honors Aerospace Engineering (AE)  

1 credit     5 periods/week   full year 

Advanced STEM course designed for students who have completed the (IED) and/or (POE) 

STEM courses.   This course provides a broad overview of aeronautical engineering, avionics, 

and space exploration.  Through lecture, group activities, and hands-on projects, students 

will learn about the evolution of flight, the physics of flight, navigation, materials & structures, 

orbital mechanics, and space exploration.  A variety of software applications, including 

Inventor, Excel, and RobotC, are utilized. Ideally, students will have taken both IED and POE 

before enrolling in this course. 
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Honors Digital Electronics (DE)  

1 credit     5 periods/week   full year 

Advanced STEM course designed for students who have completed the (IED) and/or (POE) 

STEM courses.   From smartphones to appliances, digital circuits are all around us. This 

course provides a foundation for students who are interested in electrical engineering, 

electronics, or circuit design. Students study topics such as combinational and sequential 

logic and are exposed to circuit design tools used in industry, including logic gates, integrated 

circuits, and programmable logic devices. 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Concert Band 

Symphonic Band 

Marching Band 

Orchestra 

String Techniques 

Concert Choir 

Chorale 

Piano 

Music Theory I 

AP Music Theory 

 

Concert Band 

.4 credit                               1 rehearsal every third day                       full year 

Band members will have the opportunity to learn and perform a variety of different styles of 

band music, including classics, marches, contemporary concert works, and some currently 

popular music. Each member is required to attend a weekly rotating sectional rehearsal during 

the school day. If a student is taking private lessons outside of school, adjustments to the 

rotating schedule can be made. In addition to the weekly rehearsals, attendance is also 

required at occasional evening rehearsals and concerts. Each student’s grade is determined, 

in part, by attendance at these events. Membership is open to all woodwind, brass, and 

percussion students in grades 9-12 but it is primarily designed for the progressing musicians 

in grades 9 and 10.  An audition may be required for those students new to the instrumental 

music program or those who did not participate in the previous year. 

 

Symphonic Band (11th and 12th grade students) 

.4 credit                               1 rehearsal every third day                       full year 

Band members will have the opportunity to learn and perform a variety of different styles of 

band music, including classics, marches, contemporary concert works, and some currently 

popular music. Each member is required to attend a weekly rotating sectional rehearsal during 

the school day. If a student is taking private lessons outside of school, adjustments to the 

rotating schedule can be made. In addition to the weekly rehearsals, attendance is also 

required at occasional evening rehearsals and concerts. Each student’s grade is determined, 

in part, by attendance at these events. Membership is open to all woodwind, brass, and 
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percussion students in grades 9-12 but it is primarily designed for the accomplished 

musicians in grades 11 and 12.  9th and 10th grade students will be invited to perform with the 

symphonic band on an individualized basis.  An audition may be required for those students 

new to the instrumental music program or those who did not participate in the previous year. 

 

Marching Band 

.2 credit                   2 rehearsals / week after school    1st marking period only 

The marching band performs the halftime show at home football games, does the pre-game 

show at away games, participates in pep rallies, marches in all local Kennett parades, and 

competes in marching band festivals. Rehearsals begin in August in preparation for the 

football season. A five day band camp will take place one week before fall sports practices 

begin. The marching band is open to any woodwind, brass, or percussion player who is already 

enrolled in concert band or orchestra. Any student, regardless of experience, is welcome to 

be a member of the color guard (see Mr. Romano for details). Grades are based primarily 

upon attendance at rehearsals and performances as well as each individual’s knowledge of 

his/her responsibilities within the field show. Members are expected to purchase certain 

personal supplies/equipment that will be used in all performances. The marching band will 

perform more often and for larger audiences than any other performing ensemble. 

 

Orchestra 

.4 credit                                           1 rehearsal every third day          full year 

Orchestra is open to all students who play a string instrument and have previously been 

members of the orchestra at Kennett Middle or High School.  Transfer students should 

arrange for a meeting with the director.  Seats for wind, brass, and percussion students are 

limited in the orchestra and previous orchestra members will have priority.  Students 

interested in participating on a wind, brass, or percussion instrument should contact the 

director before course selection is complete.  Participation in the class will give students the 

opportunity to expand familiarity with a wide variety of orchestral music ranging from 

Baroque through contemporary styles. In addition to rehearsals during class time, 

occasional evening rehearsals and concerts are also required. String students are required 

to attend lessons that occur on a rotating basis during the school day.   Lessons are 

scheduled once every 6 days.  Students enrolled in String Instrument Techniques will have a 

modified lesson requirement.  Grades are determined by rehearsal and lesson participation, 

playing tests, and concert attendance. 
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String Instrument Techniques 

.4 credit                                           1 rehearsal every third day           full year 

String Instrument Techniques is open to any member of the orchestra who plays a string 

instrument. The class will include studying and developing more advanced techniques, 

playing ensemble music, and additional coaching on music that is being rehearsed by the 

orchestra.  Grades are based on participation and playing tests. 

 

Concert Choir 

.4 credit                                           1 rehearsal every third day           full year 

Concert Choir is a choral ensemble, beginning to intermediate level, of students in primarily 

grades 9 & 10.  Class rehearsals are performance-based, and a wide variety of music is 

prepared and performed. Grades are determined by attendance at rehearsals, lessons, and 

concerts, as well as a tested knowledge of the music.  Membership in Concert Choir is open 

to any student who wants to sing, and grow in appreciation and understanding of choral 

music. 

 

Chorale 

.2 credit                                           1 rehearsal every third day           full year 

Chorale is a choral ensemble, intermediate to advanced level, of students in primarily grades 

11 & 12.  Some advanced 9 & 10th graders may be placed at the teacher’s discretion.  Class 

rehearsals are performance-based, and a wide variety of music is prepared and performed. 

Grades are determined by attendance at rehearsals, lessons, and concerts, as well as a tested 

knowledge of the music.   

 

Piano 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                semester 

Students in this class will learn to play the piano and will learn to read music.  The class will 

also explore basic music theory; perform a piece from a lead sheet with chords, and improvise 

blues with a bass line and chords. No experience is necessary, but students who do have 

prior experience are also welcome.  This course is open to all students in grades 9 through 

12. 
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Music Theory I 

.5 credit                                           5 periods/week                                semester 

Students will learn the mechanics of music, and develop musicianship through ear training 

and sight singing.  Students should have successfully completed Piano class, or have prior 

experience with band, orchestra, choir, piano, or possibly guitar.   Students need to be able 

to read music in at least one clef, and have a basic knowledge of scales and key 

signatures.  See the teacher for more information. 

 

Advanced Placement Music Theory 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

AP Music Theory is the equivalent of a first-year college course in music theory. Students 

must have completed Music Theory Fundamentals or be able to demonstrate proficiency in 

the material as a prerequisite to this course. Topics to be mastered include: integration of 

melody, harmony, rhythm, texture, and form; musical analysis; elementary composition; 

rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic dictation; sight-singing; music history periods, forms, and 

styles; and basic keyboard skills. 
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Conceptual Earth and Space 

Earth and Space 

Honors Earth and Space 

Conceptual Biology 

Biology 

Honors Biology 

Conceptual Chemistry 

Chemistry  

Honors Chemistry  

Conceptual Physics 

Physics 

Honors Physics 

Core Science 

Biology Keystone Remediation 

AP ELECTIVES 

AP Biology 

AP Chemistry  

AP Environmental Science 

AP Physics C: Mechanics 

AP Physics 1 

ELECTIVES 

Introduction to Computer Programming 

Introduction to Cosmology 

Lab Aide (Science)/Independent Study 

HONORS STEM COURSES 

Honors Introduction to Engineering Design                  

Honors Principles of Engineering 

*Honors Civil Engineering and Architecture 

*Honors Aerospace Engineering 

*Honors Digital Electronics  

(*denotes Advanced STEM course) 
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The Kennett High School science sequence is:  Earth and Space Science, Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics. Student placement regarding course level depends upon previous student 

performance and teacher recommendation.  All students will conference with their science 

teacher during the course selection process to determine suitable placement. 

 

Conceptual Earth and Space Science 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Earth and Space Science is a course that surveys the basic framework of topics 

including:  Geology, Oceanography, Meteorology, Astronomy, and Environmental 

Science.  Students will connect with current events and topics covered in class.  Work will 

include use of textbooks, participation in group and individual projects, and lab activities. 

 

Earth and Space Science 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Advanced Earth and Space Science is a comprehensive course that provides coverage of the 

five major branches of Earth Science:  Geology, Oceanography, Meteorology, Astronomy, and 

Environmental Science.  The origin, composition, behavior and domains of the Earth are 

studied through lecture, discussion, demonstration, independent work and lab 

experimentation. 

 

Honors Earth and Space Science 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a challenging, in-depth study of Geology, Oceanography, Meteorology, 

Astronomy, and Environmental Science.  The origin, composition, behavior and domains of 

the Earth are studied through lecture, discussion, demonstration, independent work and lab 

experimentation.  Students should expect an accelerated pace of course material with an 

emphasis on laboratory experiments and independent work.  

 

Conceptual Biology 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a survey of the study of the living world.  Students explore the basic principles 

governing all living things and the methods by which biologists investigate life.  Biochemistry, 

molecular and cellular biology, genetics, DNA technology, evolution, classification, ecology, 

microorganisms, plants, invertebrates and vertebrates are the main areas of study.  Students 
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participate in laboratory experimentation, projects, interactive lectures and discussions 

throughout this course. 

 

Biology 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Students explore the diversity and interrelationships of the living world in moderate 

detail.  They practice the methods by which biologists investigate life through the study of 

biochemistry, molecular and cellular biology, genetics, DNA technology, evolution, 

classification, ecology, microorganisms, plants, invertebrates, and vertebrates.  Simple 

algebraic manipulations are required for this course.  Laboratory experimentation, projects, 

interactive lectures and discussions are utilized throughout this course.  

 

Honors Biology 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a challenging, in-depth study of the concepts governing all living 

things.  Students explore the diversity and interrelationships of the living world at an 

accelerated pace and practice the methods by which biologists investigate life.  This course 

utilizes laboratory experimentation, projects, interactive lectures, presentations, and 

discussions in both individual and group settings and requires significant independent 

work.  Biochemistry, molecular and cellular biology, cellular energetics, genetics, DNA 

technology, evolution, classification, ecology, microorganisms, plants, invertebrates, and 

vertebrates are the main areas of study.  Basic 2-step algebraic manipulations and quadratic 

equations are required for statistical analysis of data, Hardy-Weinberg principles, population 

growth models, and genetic predictions. 

 

Conceptual Chemistry 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Chemistry is designed to increase scientific awareness and good decision-making 

skills.  Students will study the key fundamental concepts in chemistry including physical and 

chemical properties, trends of the periodic table, the structure of matter, dimensional 

analysis, thermodynamics, salts, ionic and covalent bonding, gas laws, acids and bases, as 

well as oxidation and reduction.  Practical activities are included in the course, and are usually 

performed with a lab partner.   
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Chemistry 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

The principles of chemistry, including topics of thermodynamics, equilibrium, kinetics, 

Stoichiometry, quantum theory, and reduction-oxidation reactions are presented in moderate 

detail.  Lecture, laboratory experiments, demonstrations, research projects and cooperative 

learning experiences are utilized throughout this course.  This laboratory course is designed 

for college bound students.  It is highly recommended that students studying this course have 

a working knowledge of solving multi-step problems using dimensional analysis and algebraic 

manipulations.  These topics are taught in Algebra II.  

 

Honors Chemistry 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

This rigorous course, usually studied by juniors, provides a deep and challenging background 

for college bound math/science oriented students.  Lab experiments are an integral part of 

this course.  This course is a prerequisite for Advanced Placement Chemistry and is taught 

on a level that enables students to develop an adequate foundation for success in the AP 

course.  Students will explore topics such as the structure of matter, quantitative 

relationships of matter and reactions, kinetic theory of gases, chemical kinetics, chemical 

equilibrium and thermodynamics.  It is recommended that students enrolling in this course 

have a strong background in the following mathematical concepts:  exponential and scientific 

notation, associative, commutative, distributive and transitive properties of algebra, graphical 

analysis through linear regression, dimensional analysis and use of the quadratic 

equation.  These topics are taught in Math Analysis.  Students intending to take Advanced 

Placement Chemistry must take Honors Chemistry. 

 

Conceptual Physics 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

In this class students learn about the principles of physics as they apply to practical 

topics.  The areas of investigation include forces and motion, waves, light, sound, electricity 

and magnetism.  The course incorporates various hands-on activities, and students will 

complete most of them in small groups.  The use of mathematics is minimized (but not 

eliminated) in favor of practical thinking skills.  The students should understand basic algebra 

concepts; however, any additional mathematical skills will be developed in class.  
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Physics 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

In this class, students are challenged to examine concepts and ideas often taken for 

granted.  The following topics will be studied:  motion, forces, and causes of motions; light 

and wave behavior; color and sound; electricity and magnetism; and nuclear physics.  Topics 

of current interest will be incorporated throughout the year.  Students must have mastered 

the following mathematical skills:  solving a variety of algebraic equations (including sets of 

equations); basic aspects of geometry; definitions of basic trigonometric functions; 

identification of direct, inverse, and quadratic relationships; and the ability to recognize the 

relationships between graphs and the quantities being graphed.  These skills are taught in 

Algebra II.  

 

Honors Physics 

1 credit                                                 6 periods/week                                                full year 

This course will cover the same topics as Physics.  Additionally, we will cover more advanced 

topics such as rotational dynamics, angular momentum, and vibrations.  Students will be 

challenged to explore topics in depth and will be expected to complete a significant amount 

of work outside of class. Like Physics, the course is algebra-based.  However, the students 

are expected to be highly proficient in the mathematical areas required for Physics.  The pace 

of this course will be similar to that of an introductory algebra-based college level course.   

 

Core Science—Earth & Space Science 

1 credit                                         5 periods/week                              full year 

This course focuses on the core concepts of earth and space science and is designed to meet 

the needs of ELL newcomers and Level 1 & 2 ESL students.  Students will survey the five 

major branches of Earth Science:  Geology, Oceanography, Meteorology, Astronomy and 

Environmental Science, and explore the methods by which scientists explore the earth and 

the universe.  Reading comprehension, written and verbal communication skills will be 

developed and reinforced while the students gain proficiency in scientific content knowledge 

and methods.  Students will participate in laboratory experimentation, projects involving both 

hands-on and on-line activities, interactive lectures and discussions throughout this course. 
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Core Science—Biology 

1 credit                                         5 periods/week                              full year 

This course focuses on the core concepts of life science.  Students will survey the study of 

the living world and explore the basic principles governing all living things, including the 

methods by which biologists and ecologists explore nature.  Reading comprehension, written 

and verbal communication skills will be developed and reinforced while the students gain 

exposure to scientific content knowledge and methods.  Students will participate in laboratory 

experimentation, projects involving both hands-on and on-line activities, interactive lectures 

and discussions throughout this course.  

 

Biology Keystone Remediation  

Varying credit     1-3 periods/week  full year 

This course is designed to provide scaffolding and support for students currently enrolled in 

Biology, in addition to providing remediation for those students that have yet to demonstrate 

proficiency on their Biology Keystone Exam.  

 

Advanced Placement Biology 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

This rigorous course is equivalent to a first year college-level course.  It consists of an in-

depth study of the essential topics of biology using a college-level textbook.  The student 

must perform twelve multi-level laboratory investigations related to the topics of study.  The 

objective of this course is to prepare students for success on the standardized AP Biology 

exam.  Students explore the chemistry of life, cell structure and function, cellular energetics, 

molecular genetics, heredity, DNA technology, evolution, the diversity of animals and plants 

and ecology.  The following math skills are necessary for successful completion of this 

course:  basic 2-step algebraic manipulations, quadratic equations, laws of probability, and 

rudimentary knowledge of calculus are required for statistical analysis of data, Hardy-

Weinberg principles, and population growth models.  It is recommended that students 

enrolling in this course have successfully completed Honors Biology and have completed or 

are concurrently enrolled in Honors Chemistry.  Students should also have the 

recommendation of their current science teacher.  This is an elective course. 
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Advanced Placement Chemistry 

1 credit                                            7 periods/week                                full year 

This rigorous course is equivalent to a first year college-level course.  It consists of an in-

depth study of the essential topics of chemistry using a college-level text and the 

performance on several laboratory investigations related to topics of study.  The objective of 

this course is to prepare students for success on the standardized AP Chemistry 

exam.  Students explore, in great detail, topics such as:  the structure of matter, kinetic theory 

of gases, chemical equilibrium, chemical kinetics and the basic concepts of thermodynamics, 

as well as an introduction to electrochemistry, nuclear chemistry and organic chemistry.  It is 

recommended that students enrolled in this course should have mastered the concepts of 

Algebra I and II and be able to derive mathematical equations from chemical concepts and 

definitions.  Students should have completed Honors Chemistry and have a science teacher’s 

recommendation.  This is an elective course. 

 

Advanced Placement Environmental Science 

1 credit                                                  7 periods/week                                   full year 

This rigorous course is equivalent to a first year college-level course. The goal of the AP 

Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, 

and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to 

identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the 

relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for 

resolving or preventing them. It consists of an in-depth study of the essential topics of 

Environmental Science using a college-level textbook and performance on several laboratory 

investigations related to the topics of study.  The objective of this course is to prepare 

students for success on the standardized AP Environmental Science exam.  Students explore 

Earth systems and resources, the living world, population dynamics, land and water use, 

energy resources and consumption, pollution, and global change. Due to the quantitative 

analysis that is required in the course, students should also have taken at least one year of 

algebra. It is recommended that students enrolling in this course have successfully completed 

Honors Earth and Space Science and have completed or are concurrently enrolled in Honors 

Biology. Students must also have the recommendation of their current science teacher.  This 

is an elective course. 
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Advanced Placement Physics C:  Mechanics 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

The majority of this course is devoted to the study of classical mechanics.  Topics of study 

include motion, Newton’s laws, energy, momentum, rotational motion, and oscillations.  In 

addition to those listed for Physics and Honors Physics, the following mathematical skills are 

necessary for success in this course:  ability to solve complex mathematical problems 

involving multiple variables and conditions, ability to find derivatives and integrals for a variety 

of mathematical expressions, and the ability to correlate symbolic calculus with the 

quantitative concepts of slope and area.  These topics are taught in Calculus.  A primary 

objective of this course is to prepare students to succeed on the AP Physics C (Mechanics) 

exam.  Entry into this course is based on science teacher recommendation.  This is an elective 

course that can fulfill the fourth science requirement. 

 

Advanced Placement Physics 1 

1 credit                                            6 periods/week                                full year 

AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course that explores 

topics such as Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power; 

mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. Through inquiry-based 

learning, students will develop scientific critical thinking and reasoning skills. Students should 

have completed geometry and be proficient in algebra. Although the course includes basic 

use of trigonometric functions, this understanding can be gained either in a concurrent math 

course or in the AP Physics 1 course itself. 

 

Introduction to Computer Programming 

.2 credit                                           1 periods/week                                full year 

This elective course is designed for the student with no programming experience.  Topics 

include:  basic computer operation and architecture, primitive data types, loops, and 

conditional statements.  The Java programming language is used so that students may be 

prepared for the AP Computer Science course if they choose to take it; this course is not a 

prerequisite for AP Computer Science, but is preferred. 

 

Introduction to Cosmology 

.4 credit                                           2 periods/week                                full year 

In this course, students will investigate the origin of the universe, explore the important 

characteristics of its current state, and discuss the most likely scenarios for its 



 
71 

 

future.  Topics will be explored in a variety of formats including lecture, discussion, hands-

on activities and problem solving.  No specific mathematics skills are expected or 

required.  Prerequisites: Earth & Space, Biology.  The course is intended primarily for juniors 

and seniors; other may be accepted on an individual basis.    

 

Lab Aide (Science)/Independent Study 

Varying credit    Grades: 11 & 12   2-5 periods/week                             semester 

Participation in the Student Lab Aide Program is initiated by the student and approved by the 

appropriate high school faculty member, counselor, and parent guardian(s) and Assistant 

Principal for the Academic Program. Student lab aides are supervised by Kennett High School 

science teachers and are given the opportunity to participate in a variety of learning 

experiences. Students may research new science activities, prepare laboratory materials, 

troubleshoot new laboratory experiments, and/or complete independent study as defined by 

the teacher or Science Department Chair at the beginning of each semester.   This is an 

elective course.  

 

Honors Introduction to Engineering Design 

(IED)                                                                                           

1 credit                                             5 periods/week                                full year 

Designed for 9th or 10th grade students, the major focus of IED is the design process and its 

application. Through hands-on projects, students apply engineering standards and document 

their work. Students will use industry standard 3D modeling software to help them design 

solutions to solve proposed problems, document their work using an engineer’s notebook, 

and learn how to communicate solutions to peers and members of the professional 

community.  STEM courses are challenging, and the grades earned in these courses will be 

weighted with an additional .5 quality point. 

 

Honors Principles of Engineering (POE) 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Designed for 10th or 11th grade students (but also open to seniors), this survey course 

exposes students to major concepts they’ll encounter in a post-secondary engineering course 

of study. Topics include mechanisms, energy, statics, materials, and kinematics. You will 

develop problem-solving skills and apply your knowledge of research and design to create 

solutions to various challenges, document their work and communicate solutions.  Ideally, 

students will be proficient in algebra will have been exposed to trigonometry prior to enrolling 
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in this course.  STEM courses are challenging, and the grades earned in these courses will 

be weighted with an additional .5 quality point. 

 

Honors Civil Engineering and Architecture (CEA) 

1 credit                                           5 periods/week                                full year 

Designed primarily for sophomore or juniors (but open to seniors), students in this course will 

learn important aspects of building and site design & development. They will apply math, 

science, and standard engineering practices to design both residential and commercial 

projects and document their work using 3D architecture design software.  Students 

requesting this course should have a strong foundation in algebra and geometry.  Students 

wishing to enroll in this course must have already successfully completed either Introduction 

to Engineering Design or Principles of Engineering.  STEM courses are challenging, and the 

grades earned in these courses will be weighted with an additional .5 quality point. 

 

Honors Aerospace Engineering (AE)  

1 credit     5 periods/week   full year 

Designed for 11th and 12th grade students, this course provides a broad overview of 

aeronautical engineering, avionics, and space exploration.  Through lecture, group activities, 

and hands-on projects, students will learn about the evolution of flight, the physics of flight, 

navigation, materials & structures, orbital mechanics, and space exploration.  A variety of 

software applications, including Inventor, Excel, and RobotC, are utilized. Ideally, students will 

have taken both IED and POE before enrolling in this course. STEM courses are challenging, 

and the grades earned in these courses will be weighted with an additional .5 quality point. 

 

Honors Digital Electronics (DE)  

1 credit     5 periods/week   full year 

Advanced STEM course designed for students who have completed the (IED) and/or (POE) 

STEM courses.   From smartphones to appliances, digital circuits are all around us. This 

course provides a foundation for students who are interested in electrical engineering, 

electronics, or circuit design. Students study topics such as combinational and sequential 

logic and are exposed to circuit design tools used in industry, including logic gates, integrated 

circuits, and programmable logic devices. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

World Studies I  

Advanced World Studies I 

Honors World Studies I  

World Studies II 

Advanced World Studies II 

Honors World Studies II 

American Studies 

Honors American Studies 

AP United States History  

Economics 

Honors Economics 

AP Macroeconomics 

American Government 

Honors American Government  

AP US Government and Politics 

ELECTIVES 

Seminar: 1960s 

Sociology 

Psychology 

World War II 

Current Events 

AP ELECTIVES 

AP Comparative Government  

AP European History  

AP Psychology 

 

General Guidelines 

The Kennett High School Social Studies Department course sequence is: World Studies I, 

World Studies II, American Studies, Economics and American Government. 

 

Student placement regarding course level depends upon previous student performance 

(grade) and teacher recommendation. All students will conference with their Social Studies 

teacher during course selection day to determine suitable placement. 



 
74 

 

Honors and Advanced Placement courses are designed for students seeking high-level 

academic challenge and are substantially more rigorous in terms of level and quantity of 

material covered than advanced or regular level courses. Students seeking consideration for 

placement in Honors or AP courses need to have good academic standing (consistent grades 

of B or higher) and their current teacher’s recommendation. In these courses students are 

expected to manage an increased load of independent work and learn at an accelerated pace. 

They will be required to apply, analyze and synthesize course content cumulatively and to 

demonstrate learning through in-depth writing assignments and multiple modes of 

assessment. 

 

World Studies I 

1 credit     5 periods/week   full year 

World Studies I is designed to prepare freshman for the demands of high school. Using a 

chronological-thematic approach, students will study the growth of western civilization 

starting in 1300 C.E with the Renaissance and follow that development to the present. The 

course compares political, economic, cultural, and social developments primarily in Europe 

and follows the impact Europe had on civilizations around the globe. Placement will be 

determined through a combination of standardized test scores, teacher recommendations, 

and grades. Freshman are expected to enroll in this course.  

 

Advanced World Studies I 

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

The Advanced World Studies I course is an academically challenging course designed to 

develop reading, writing and analytical skills to prepare students for advancement to the 

rigors of an honors course load. Using a chronological-thematic approach, students will study 

the growth of western civilization starting in 1300 C.E with the Renaissance and follow that 

development to the present. The course compares political, economic, cultural, and social 

developments primarily in Europe and follows the impact Europe had on civilizations around 

the globe. Placement will be determined through a combination of standardized test scores, 

teacher recommendations, and grades. Freshman are expected to enroll in this course.  

 

Honors World Studies I 

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

The Honors World Studies I course is a high paced, demanding course requiring extensive 

reading, writing and analytical integration of information that follows a chronological 
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approach to understanding historical events. Students will study the growth of western 

civilization starting in 1300 C.E with the Renaissance and follow that development to the 

present. The course compares political, economic, cultural, and social developments primarily 

in Europe and follows the impact Europe had on civilizations around the globe.  Honors status 

will be determined through a combination of standardized test scores, teacher 

recommendations, and a grade of B or higher in prior courses.  Freshman are expected to 

enroll in this course. 

 

World Studies II  

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

World Studies II is designed to provide students with the ability to grasp the connection 

between regions and cultures. The course focuses on both physical and human geography 

and provides students with the global perspective needed to understand the interconnected 

world today. Regions of study will include Latin America, Middle East, Africa, Asia, and the 

Indian Subcontinent. Political, economic, cultural and social aspects of each region will be 

explored. Sophomores are expected to enroll in this course. 

 

Advanced World Studies II  

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

Advanced World Studies II course is an academically challenging course designed to 

develop reading, writing and analytical skills to prepare students for advancement to the 

rigors of an honors course load. It is designed to provide students with the ability to grasp 

the connection between regions and cultures. The course focuses on both physical and 

human geography and provides students with the global perspective needed to understand 

the interconnected world today. Regions of study will include Latin America, Middle East, 

Africa, Asia, and the Indian Subcontinent. Political, economic, cultural and social aspects of 

each region will be explored. Placement will be determined through a combination of 

standardized test scores, teacher recommendations, and grades. Sophomores are expected 

to enroll in this course.  

 

Honors World Studies II  

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

Honors World Studies II course is a high paced, demanding course requiring extensive 

reading, writing and analytical integration of information. It is designed to provide students 

with the analytical ability to understand the connections between regions and cultures. The 
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course focuses on both physical and human geography and provides students with the 

global perspective needed to understand the interconnected world today. Regions of study 

will include Latin America, Middle East, Africa, Asia, and the Indian Subcontinent. Political, 

economic, cultural and social aspects of each region will be explored. Honors status will be 

determined through a combination of standardized test scores, teacher recommendations, 

and a grade of B or higher in prior courses.  Sophomores are expected to enroll in this 

course. 

 

American Studies 

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

This course about the American experience in the 20th Century considers the social, political, 

and economic history of the United States from its rise as a world power (c. 1900) through 

contemporary times. Emphasis is placed on the interpretation of important events, social 

forces, and economic conditions in the first half of the century. The relationship of these 

topics to contemporary issues and problems is also considered. Unit topics include: America 

as an immigrant nation, the Progressive era, the issues of war and peace (World War I), a 

changing American society during the Twenties, the Great Depression and New Deal in 

reshaping America, the background and beginnings of World War II, the dawn of the Nuclear 

Age, The Cold War and McCarthyism, American life in the 1950’s and 1960’s, The Civil Rights 

Movement, the Kennedy and Johnson Years, the war in Vietnam, the Watergate Era, and 

Contemporary America. This course is designed for students in their junior year.  

 

Honors American Studies  

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

The units and themes that comprise Honors American Studies are closely aligned with 

American Studies. However, students taking this course are expected to respond to the 

challenge of a faster-paced and more rigorous examination of the American experience that 

includes extensive writing, independent reading, and comprehension of a variety of texts. 

The course also demands that students be prepared to survey a broader period of American 

history than does American Studies. Beginning with its emergence from the ashes of the 

Civil War and ending with the formative years of a new century, this course analyzes the 

social, political, and economic history of the United States. Topics include Reconstruction, 

the American West, America as an immigrant nation, the Progressive Era, World War I, the 

Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression and the New Deal, World War II, American life in 

the 1950s and 1960s, the Watergate Era, the Reagan Era, and America’s role in the 21st 
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century. Honors status will be determined through a combination of standardized test 

scores, teacher recommendations, and a grade of B or higher in prior courses. This course is 

designed for students in their junior year.  

 

Advanced Placement United States History 

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

This college-level course requires an in-depth, concentrated study of American history since 

colonial times. Superior reading, writing, and study skills are required. The course is designed 

to provide each student with the background necessary for the College Board Advanced 

Placement examination. Advanced Placement US History will fulfill the American Studies 

social studies requirement junior year. Summer reading and written assignments are required. 

These assignments are given to students in June and are due upon return to school. 

Placement in this college level course adheres to the department standard for student 

placement outlined under General Guidelines. 

 

Economics 

.5 credit         5 periods/week       semester 

Economics is a course designed to give students a working knowledge of macroeconomic 

topics. These topics include basic economic terminology, economic systems, general theory, 

economic indicators, stabilization policies of government institutions, and international trade. 

Some coverage of “survival” economics concerning credit and investing will also be included. 

As we cover these topics a major focus will include economically related social and political 

issues pertinent to our country and the world today. This course will fulfill the Social Studies 

economics requirement for seniors. 

 

Honors Economics 

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

Honors Economics is a challenging, rigorous examination of macroeconomics. Focus will be 

placed on the Federal Reserve, monetary policy, fiscal policy, unemployment, inflation, 

financial markets, and globalization. Admission to Honors Economics will be determined 

through a combination of standardized test scores, teacher recommendations, and grades. 

This course is designed for students in their senior year and fulfills the Social Studies 

economics requirement. 
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Advanced Placement Macroeconomics  

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

AP Macroeconomics is an introductory college-level course that focuses on the principles 

that apply to an economic system as a whole. The course places particular emphasis on the 

study of national income and price-level determination; it also develops students' familiarity 

with economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic 

growth, and international economics. Students learn to use graphs, charts, and data to 

analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts. This course is designed for students in 

their senior year and fulfills the Social Studies economics requirement. 

 

American Government 

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

An understanding of how our government operates is necessary for effective citizenship in a 

changing world. This course takes a comprehensive look at the rights and duties of living in 

a free society and the knowledge required to make effective decisions as citizens.  Units 

include: the organization of the American government, the operation of the political process, 

protections of freedoms under the Bill of Rights, influences upon public policy, and the 

operation of the Congress, the President, and court system. This course is designed for 

students in their senior year and fulfills the Social Studies American Government requirement. 

 

Honors American Government  

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

Honors American Government involves a challenging, rigorous examination of how our 

government works. This course takes a comprehensive look at the rights and duties of living 

in a free society and the knowledge required to make effective decisions as citizens.  Units 

include: Historical Foundations; the Constitutional Convention, the Constitution, Bill of 

Rights and subsequent Amendments; Political Ideology; Civic Duty and Political Behaviors; 

the Institutions of our Government; Campaigns and Elections; and Landmark Supreme Court 

case decisions.  Admission to Honors American Government will be determined through a 

combination of standardized test scores, teacher recommendations, and grades.  This 

course is designed for students in their senior year and fulfills the social studies American 

Government requirement. 
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Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics 

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

This college-level course is designed to provide motivated students with an analytical 

perspective on government and politics in the United States, including both the study of 

general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics as well as investigation of 

specific examples.  The course is intended to provide students with the skills and information 

to prepare them for the Advanced Placement exam in May.  Units of study include: 

Constitutional Underpinnings of American Government; Political Beliefs and Behaviors; 

Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media; Institutions of the National Government; 

Public Policy; and Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  Advanced Placement United States 

Government and Politics is taken during senior year and fulfills the social studies American 

Government requirement.  Due to the nature of the course, summer reading and work will be 

assigned and is expected to be completed prior to the first day of class.  Placement in this 

college-level course adheres to the department standard for student placement outlined 

under General Guidelines.  

 

Advanced Placement European History 

1 credit     5 periods/week    full year 

Advanced Placement European History offers motivated students the opportunity to pursue 

college-level study in high school. In this course, students acquire an in-depth knowledge of 

the events and movements that occurred in Europe from approximately 1450 to the present. 

These events and movements are explored through three themes: intellectual and cultural 

history, political and diplomatic history, and social and economic history. In addition, students 

learn how to analyze historical documents and how to express their historical understanding 

in writing. The course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement exam in 

May. Advanced Placement European History is an elective course intended for students in 

grades 10 - 12.  Placement in this college level course adheres to the department standard 

for student placement outlined under General Guidelines. 

 

Advanced Placement Psychology  

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific 

study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are 

exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the 

major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods 
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psychologists use in their science and practice. Placement in this college level course adheres 

to the department standard for student placement outlined under General Guidelines. 

 

World War II  

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

This course is designed for students who want an in-depth analysis of World War II. The 

course will begin with a look at the causes of World War II with the rise of fascism and 

conclude with the Japanese surrender aboard the U.S.S. Missouri ending World War II. The 

class will cover the military engagements in both the European and Pacific Theatres of the 

war. Military history will only be one facet of the class; other components to be discussed will 

be social, political, geographical, economical, and moral ramifications of World War II. Guest 

speakers who are veterans will also use oral history to give a more personal look at World 

War II through visits. Students who take the course will be eligible to take part in the 

German/WWII class trip to Germany offered every other year.  This elective course is open to 

all students and will not fulfill a Social Studies requirement. 

 

Sociology 

.5 credit    5 periods/week     semester 

This course focuses on concerns for thoughtful change in dealing with the social challenges 

of contemporary American society and how to gain a better understanding of society and 

ourselves.  Designed as an introductory course, Sociology gives you broad picture of the field 

of Sociology with an emphasis on critical thinking, and cooperative learning.   Topics 

include:  culture, the class system, women and minorities in American society, education, 

poverty, crime and punishment.  As a subject, Sociology does not claim to provide solutions 

to complex social issues, but provides a framework for investigation, analysis, and 

outcomes.  Sociology is an elective course intended for students in grades 10, 11 and 12 and 

will not fulfill a Social Studies requirement. 

 

Psychology 

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

This course is designed to acquaint the student with the basic understandings about human 

behavior: why we think and act as we do. Among the topics considered are: the concept of 

“self,” common sense and scientific proof, sex roles, maturation, socialization, and motivation.  

The purpose of this course is not to solve personal problems or to undertake psychoanalysis, 

but to introduce the study of human behavior. A variety of demonstrations, media, group 
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activities, and readings will be used to explore course content. This is an elective course 

intended for students in grades 10, 11 and 12 and will not fulfill a Social Studies requirement. 

 

Seminar: 1960s 

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

This cross-disciplinary elective course is co-taught by members of the Social Studies and 

English Departments. The seminar will focus on the decade of the sixties. A variety of 

literature from several genres will be studied, with emphasis on the historical and cultural 

contexts of the works. Coursework will engage the student’s ability to read independently, 

participate in class discussion, and deliver oral presentations. This is an elective course 

designed for students in grades 11 and 12 and will not fulfill a Social Studies requirement. 

 

Current Events  

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

Current Events is a one-semester elective course structured to give the students an 

understanding of current issues that are facing the world in which we live.  Topics will change 

on a daily basis for the entirety of the course and will range from local, domestic and 

international issues that help shape our world.  Students will use news sites, magazines and 

other periodicals to discuss the current issues.  Students are expected to visit news websites 

or watch the news every day in order to better participate in class and online discussion.  

Since the course changes day to day and semester to semester, students may take the course 

as many times as they would like and receive credit for the course.  This elective course is 

open to all students and will not fulfill a Social Studies requirement. 

 

Advanced Placement Comparative Government 

.5 credit     5 periods/week    semester 

AP Comparative Government and Politics introduces students to the rich diversity of 

political life outside the United States. The course uses a comparative approach to examine 

the political structures; policies; and the political, economic, and social challenges among 

six selected countries: Great Britain, Mexico, Russia, Iran, China, and Nigeria. Additionally, 

students examine how different governments solve similar problems by comparing the 

effectiveness of approaches to many global issues. 
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VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT 

Basic Fine Arts 

Advanced Fine Arts I, II, III 

Advanced Art: Portfolio Development 

Graphic Design I, II 

Digital Photography I, II 

Basic Ceramics 

Advanced Ceramics I, II, II 

 

Materials fees are charged in all art classes.  However, financial assistance is available for 

students for whom this fee would pose a hardship.  Please see your guidance counselor or 

the principal for more information. 

  

Basic Fine Arts 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Lab Fee $10.00 

This course is an introduction to the elements and principles of design through the creation 

of two-dimensional artwork.  Emphasis is on drawing, composition, proportion, and 

perspective.  Students will learn techniques and experiment with various visual art media 

including graphite, charcoal, colored pencil, pastel, and paint while increasing their 

aesthetic awareness and learning about Art History and Visual Culture. This course is open 

to students in grades 9 – 12. 

 

Advanced Fine Arts 

1 credit each year                           5 periods/week                                full year 

Lab Fee $20.00 

Students may continue their study of art by enrolling in the Advanced Art sequence. 

The focus of the first year of Advanced Fine Art is for students to continue to increase their 

knowledge base of techniques and media introduced in Basic Art through further exploration 

of the elements and principles of design in the creation of two-dimensional artwork with 

emphasis on subject matter such as still life, portraits, and landscapes, color theory, and 

portfolio development. 
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Students will learn advanced techniques and experiment with various visual art media 

including graphite, charcoal, colored pencil, pastel, paint and mixed media while increasing 

their aesthetic awareness and learning about Art History and Visual Culture. This course is 

open to students in grades 10 – 12. 

 

The focus for students in the second year of Advanced Fine Arts is to build upon concepts, 

media, and techniques studied in the first two years in the fine arts with further emphasis on 

subject matter and portfolio development.  Students will continue expanding their 

understanding of design elements and principles, in particular, the use of color and will apply 

advanced techniques utilizing various visual art media including graphite, charcoal, colored 

pencil, pastel, paint and mixed media, while increasing their aesthetic awareness and learning 

about Art History and Visual Culture. This course is open to students in grades 10 – 12. 

 

The focus for students in the third year of Advanced Fine Arts will be the application of 

advanced techniques with various media, individualized subject matter, and portfolio 

development.  Students will refine their aesthetic awareness while learning about Art History 

and Visual Culture. This course is open to students in grades 10 – 12 

 

Advanced Art:  Portfolio Development 

1 credit    5 periods/week    full year 

This class is for students who are interested in pursuing a career in the Visual Arts. Students 

will work to develop a strong visual art portfolio to apply to college art departments and to 

pursue career opportunities in the Visual Arts. 

 

Students will develop observational drawing skills, knowledge of color theory, and use of a 

wide range of media with an emphasis on creating a theme-based series of artwork with 

personal relevance. 

 

Students will learn to photograph their artwork for developing a digital portfolio. Students 

may have the option of working independently on an AP Drawing Portfolio. 

 

Pre-requisites: 

Students must have completed Basic Art & Advanced Art I earning an A. Open to 11th and 12th 

graders. 
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Graphic Design I 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                             semester 

Lab Fee $10.00 

This is a fundamental course in visual and graphic communication. 

The course begins with a foundation study in design elements and principles.  A variety 

of communication processes will be examined.  Students will be introduced to 

multi-color design and printing, color and digital photography, as well as still 

and motion graphics using the Adobe products on state-of-the-art computer stations. 

This course is open to all students in grades 9 through 12. There is a $10 lab fee. 

 

Graphic Design II 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                             semester 

Lab Fee $10.00 

This course will expand upon the design principles studied in Graphic Design I. 

This course is a commercial graphic design class that parallels work performed by advertising 

agencies and freelance graphic designers. The Macintosh computer will be used with Adobe’s 

Graphic Design software products.  Students will use creative graphic design techniques to 

print packaging designs, CD covers, travel brochures, menus, iron-on T-shirts, and other 

graphic products.  Students will use digital cameras, scanning, the Internet, and drawing 

techniques to input work onto the computer. Final portfolios will demonstrate the total 

integration of message and content using the highest standards of graphic design.  This 

course is open to students in grades 9 through 12 who have successfully completed Graphic 

Design I. There is a $10 lab fee. 

 

Digital Photography I 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                             semester 

Lab Fee $10.00 

This course is concerned with the basic principles of digital photography.  Students will be 

introduced to the use of a digital camera and the basic principles of composition and color. 

Editing techniques using Adobe Photoshop will be introduced and students will be taught how 

to store and organize photographs on a computer or similar storage device. Students will be 

printing photographs on color printers for photo quality results. This course is open to all 

students in grades 9 through 12. There is a $10 lab fee. 
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Digital Photography II 

.5 credit                                        5 periods/week                             semester 

Lab Fee $10.00 

This course expands upon the principles learned in Digital Photography I.  Additional 

principles of composition and color and advanced editing techniques using Adobe Photoshop 

will be introduced.  Students will be printing photographs on color printers for photo quality 

results. This course is open to students in grades 9 through 12 who have successfully 

completed Digital Photography I. There is a $10 lab fee. 

 

Basic Ceramics   

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Lab Fee $20.00 

Basic ceramics students may be in grades 9-12 with no art prerequisite needed.  The focus 

will be basic clay work in hand built pots and sculpture.  Students may try the pottery wheels 

during the year.  Discussion on tools, technique, glazing, and firing will be taught, as well as 

firing temperatures for bisque and glaze stages.  Kiln operation will be explained and 

demonstrated.  Videos of ceramic art collections will be shown and Art History will be 

introduced.  Basic Ceramics is an entry level course and is the prerequisite for the Advanced 

Ceramics courses. 

 

Advanced Ceramics 

1 credit each year                           5 periods/week                                full year 

Lab Fee $20.00 

Students may continue their study of ceramics by enrolling in the Advanced Ceramics 

sequence. 

The focus for the first year Advanced Ceramics will be on hand built pots and sculpture, as 

well as work on the pottery wheel.  Emphasis will be on the pottery wheel, creating a matching 

series of dinnerware.  Advanced discussion on tools, technique, glazing, and firing will be 

taught, as well as firing temperatures for bisque and glaze firing stages.  Kiln operation and 

safety will be explained and demonstrated.  Investigation and research on ceramic artists is 

expected as students learn about Art History and Visual Culture. 

 

The focus for the second year Advanced Ceramics course will be on hand built pots and 

sculpture, with work on the pottery wheel being a greater part of the year.  The emphasis on 

the pottery wheel will be creating series work, and larger more advanced pots.  Handles and 
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spouts will be an expected part of some work.   Advanced discussion on tools, techniques, 

glazing, and firing will be taught, as well as firing temperatures for bisque and glaze firing 

stages.  Kiln operation and safety will be explained and demonstrated, with students helping 

to load the kiln.  Investigation and research on ceramic artists is expected as students learn 

about Art History and Visual Culture. 

 

The focus for the third year Advanced Ceramics course will be hand built pots, sculpture, and 

work on the pottery wheel with students choosing the direction of their work with teacher 

approval.  The emphasis will be creating more technically advanced pots and 

sculpture.   Handles, lids and spouts will be an expected part of some work.   Advanced 

discussion on tools, techniques, glazing, and firing will be taught, as well as firing 

temperatures for bisque and glaze firing stages.  Kiln operation and safety will be explained 

and demonstrated, with students helping to load the kiln.  Investigation and research on 

ceramic artists is expected as students learn about Art History and Visual Culture 
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WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

French I 

Honors French II, III, IV 

AP French Language 

Latin I 

Honors Latin II, III, IV 

AP Latin 

German I 

Honors German II, III, IV 

AP German Language 

Spanish I 

Honors Spanish II, III, IV 

AP Spanish Language 

Spanish for Spanish Speakers 

                                                         

French I 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                    full year 

The French I course utilizes the Bien Dit! program, an integrated learning system that 

is based on a communicative approach to language learning. The ACTFL Proficiency 

Guidelines serve as the under-pinning of the curriculum and students learn to function as 

accurately as possible in situations they are likely to encounter in a French-speaking country 

or with French speakers in the U.S.A. The four skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing), 

cultural activities and literary readings reinforce each other in this proficiency-oriented, 

content-based program and are aligned with both the National Standards for Foreign 

Language and the proposed Pennsylvania standards. In addition to the Bien Dit text and 

workbooks, students use CDs, video tapes and Internet activities. During this first year course, 

particular emphasis is placed on listening, speaking and correct pronunciation and students 

are immersed in the French language. 

 

Honors French II 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                    full year 

This is an accelerated, rigorous course designed for the student who will pursue advanced 

levels of French. Students will continue to work with the Bien Dit text, and its accompanying 

materials. Although oral practice will remain an important element of the program, students 
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will focus on the development of reading and writing skills with the continued use of authentic 

materials and independent writing assignments. In addition, these students will begin an 

independent reading program using readers designed to develop vocabulary and grammatical 

usage. Students are immersed in the French language – all instruction is in French. 

 

Honors French III 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                    full year 

This is an accelerated, rigorous course designed to develop students’ reading and writing 

skills by using authentic materials and by completing independent reading and writing 

assignments. These will include short novels and critiques and compositions. Students are 

immersed in the French language – all instruction is in French. The knowledge and/or 

skills learned in the preceding years of French are the foundation for the knowledge and 

skills to be learned in the succeeding years of this sequence. 

 

 

Honors French IV 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                    full year 

This is an accelerated, rigorous course designed for students who will continue to develop 

reading and writing skills by using authentic materials and by completing independent reading 

and writing assignments. In addition to developing their language skills, students will focus 

on the rich culture of France by studying major historical figures as well as the art and 

literature of various periods.  The textbook, Trésors du Temps and its accompanying 

workbook and CD program, will serve as the basic text for the course, while Essential Reprise 

is the supplementary grammar text. The knowledge and/or skills learned in the preceding 

years of French are the foundation for the knowledge and skills to be learned in the 

succeeding years of this sequence. 

 

Advanced Placement French Language 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                    full year 

The AP French Language course offers students the opportunity to pursue college level study 

in high school. The goal is to prepare students for the successful completion of the Advanced 

Placement French Language Exam. The text for this course will be an intermediate college 

level text entitled Connaissance et Reactions, which has an accompanying workbook and 

audio CD’s, as well as Reprise, a grammar review workbook.  In addition, students will work 

independently in AP preparation, with its corresponding books, such as Barron’s and Triangle. 
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Summer assignments are also required. It is recommended that students enrolling in this 

class have earned a teacher recommendation based on the student’s preparedness for the 

curriculum. 

 

Latin I 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

The main text used for Latin I is the Cambridge Latin Course, which promotes an intuitive 

approach in understanding the Latin language. The students learn the basic forms and 

structures of the language through reading a connected story based on the daily life of a real 

Roman family in Ancient Pompeii in the days and weeks leading up to the historical 

destruction of this city by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. A second story line investigates the 

lives of people in the far off province of Roman Britain. Cultural and historical topics include 

Roman daily life, religion, slavery, entertainment, roads, government, science and 

history.  Through a study of Latin vocabulary, students learn English derivatives and 

cognates.  Throughout, the course strives to develop a basic appreciation and understanding 

of the Latin language and increase the student’s knowledge of the history and culture of the 

ancient Romans and how they influence us today. 

 

Honors Latin II 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

Honors Latin II begins with the investigation of Latin as the ancestor of the modem Romance 

Languages and emphasizes the dependence of English on Latin derivatives and loan words. 

The Cambridge Latin Course remains the main text and continues the story line now in Roman 

Egypt with an emphasis on the momentous scientific achievements of Alexandria which 

blossomed during this period of history. Connected translation readings continue to be the 

primary technique in the acquisition of grammar although formal grammar and the 

memorization of paradigms begin to take on added importance. Mastery of vocabulary and 

English derivations are paramount. The study of Roman culture, particularly about science, 

medicine, industry, the formations of the Roman legions, and the law enhances the student’s 

appreciation and understanding of Rome’s contribution to modern societies and institutions. 

Historical readings about the founding and development of the Roman republic focus on the 

city of Rome: its kings, heroes, constitution, magistrates, senate, and urban planning. The 

knowledge and/or skills learned in the first year of Latin are the foundation for the knowledge 

and skills to be learned in the succeeding years of this sequence. 
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Honors Latin III 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

Continuing with the Cambridge Latin Course, Honors Latin III now moves to Rome, the 

center of the empire. A new cast of characters introduces the students to the full spectrum 

of life in the capital city of Rome, from the common man in the street all the way up to the 

imperial palace and the emperor Domitian. More complicated grammatical structures are 

introduced and a solidification of the students’ mastery of grammatical paradigms is 

increasingly emphasized. Topics include Roman origin mythology, Roman engineering, the 

layout of the city of Rome, the patron client relationship, Roman philosophical beliefs, Roman 

entertainment, manumission, the Roman forum, Roman politics and marriage. Review 

exercises to clarify advanced grammatical concepts are done throughout the year. 

 

Honors Latin IV 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

Honors Latin IV finishes the study of basic Latin grammar and introduces the students to 

Latin authors in the original. Excerpts from Roman authors such as Ovid, Martial, Catullus, 

Vergil, Horace, Phaedrus and others not only expose the students to sophisticated Roman 

literature but also give a sense of the real habits, likes and dislikes of the ancient Romans. 

Examples from various genres are covered: prose, oratory, historical accounts, theatrical, 

epistolary and poetry, both epic and lyrical. This expansive survey will prepare the student for 

the more rigorous expectations of AP Latin. 

 

AP Latin 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

AP Latin provides an academically stimulating and challenging curriculum.  The course, 

based on readings from Vergil and Caesar, expects students to master large sections of the 

Aeneid and the Gallic Wars.  Dactylic hexameter, the meter of the Aeneid is practiced 

regularly and ultimately mastered. Grammatical effects, rhetorical effects and figures of 

speech are heavily emphasized. A rigorous review of grammar and vocabulary helps the 

student to succeed on the sight translation sections of the AP exam. Historical topics 

relevant to the course are interspersed throughout the year. It is recommended that 

students enrolling in this class have earned a teacher recommendation based on the 

student’s preparedness for this demanding curriculum. 
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German I 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

From the first day of class, students are totally immersed in the German language. They 

will develop their language skills while simultaneously learning about German culture. 

This course is taught in the following natural sequence: listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. The program is supported with the most up to date textbook, Deutsch Aktuell I, 

and its multimedia support system. 

 

Honors German II 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

This is a fast-paced, challenging course using the text Deutsch Aktuell II to further develop 

the four language skills learned in German I. The students will enlarge their vocabulary and 

learn to speak in sentences and phrases. Their range of self-expression and written short 

compositions is broadened. In addition, students will be introduced to the social and cultural 

background of the German speaking countries of Europe. The knowledge and/or skills learned 

in the preceding years of German are the foundation for the knowledge and skills to be learned 

in the succeeding years of this sequence. 

 

Honors German III 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

This is an accelerated, rigorous course designed to further develop the student’s skills in 

German. The textbook used in this course is the continuation of Deutsch Aktuell II. The 

students will also read several level appropriate short stories from authentic sources.  The 

focus is on developing fluency in speaking and competency in reading and writing. As 

students progress they gain a deeper appreciation for the history and cultural heritage and 

familiarize themselves with topics of the German speaking world of today. The knowledge 

and/or skills learned in the preceding years of German are the foundation for the knowledge 

and skills to be learned in the succeeding years of this sequence. 

 

Honors German IV 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

This is a fast-paced, challenging course that builds the student’s fluency skills. Students will 

be using various grammatical texts/workbooks throughout the course, and students will be 

reading more excerpts from various works of literature. Writing, reading, interpreting, 

speaking and listening skills are all emphasized. This course is designed for the students who 
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will reach a high degree of performance in the German language. Students are also exposed 

to the wider culture of Europe. The knowledge and/or skills learned in the preceding years of 

German are the foundation for the knowledge and skills to be learned in the succeeding years 

of this sequence.  

 

Advanced Placement German Language and Culture 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                             full year 

This course is designed to prepare students for the AP German Language and Culture 

Exam.  The students will work with a variety of textbooks and authentic materials to help 

improve their skills in the target language.  The main textbook used for this course is 

Aspekte.  Aspekte and the accompanying workbook cover all of the main overarching themes 

that will be covered on the AP Exam.  Also used in this course are several cultural readers, a 

grammar review book and various authentic short stories.  Students are expected to converse 

only in the target language with their instructor.  It is recommended that students enrolling in 

this class have earned a teacher recommendation based on the student’s preparedness for 

the curriculum. 

 

Spanish I 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

The program is based on the five national standards of foreign language education: 

communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and communities.  The program 

Realidades is an interdisciplinary multimedia program utilizing text, video, audio and other 

resources that complement a variety of learning styles.  The textbook used is Realidades 

Uno.  Classes are taught almost exclusively in the target language, emphasizing speaking 

and listening skills.  Active class participation is essential to the development of basic 

speaking, listening, writing, and reading skills. 

 

Honors Spanish II 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a continuation of the Realidades program and uses the textbook Realidades 

Dos.  Classes are taught almost exclusively in the target language.  The knowledge and 

skills learned in Spanish I are the foundation for this course and are essential to student 

success.  Students must be able to master grammatical concepts with limited 

repetition.  Active participation is crucial to the improvement of speaking, listening, writing, 

and reading skills. 
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Honors Spanish III 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a continuation of the Realidades program and uses the textbook Realidades 

Dos.  Classes are taught almost exclusively in the target language.  The knowledge and 

skills learned in preceding years of Spanish are the foundation for this course and are 

essential to student success.  Students must be able to master grammatical concepts with 

limited repetition.  Active and consistent participation is crucial to the development of more 

complex language skills. 

 

Honors Spanish IV 

1 credit                                            5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is a continuation of the Realidades program and uses the textbook Realidades 

Tres.  Classes are taught almost exclusively in the target language.  This course is designed 

for students who have a serious desire to continue their study of the Spanish language and 

for those who may wish to pursue the AP Spanish course the following year.  The 

knowledge and skills learned in preceding years of Spanish are the foundation for this 

course and are essential to student success.  Students will also read poems, short stories, 

literary passages, and a play.  Students must be able to master grammatical concepts with 

limited repetition.  Active and consistent participation is crucial to the improvement of 

complex language skills.  This course will provide students with the foundation to be 

successful in AP Spanish. 

 

Advanced Placement Spanish Language 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

AP Spanish offers students the opportunity to pursue college-level study in high school. 

The goal of the course is to prepare students for successful completion of the Advanced 

Placement Spanish Language and Culture Exam. With successful completion of the exam, 

participating colleges and universities may grant advanced credit and/or placement. In this 

course students will review all of the grammatical concepts from previous levels in more detail 

and further study advanced concepts. The basic course text is Temas, focusing on 

overarching themes that incorporate language, culture and strategies for success in the AP 

test.  The Temas program includes a virtual text and Supersite with on-line activities. Also 

used is the test practice book AP Spanish:  Language and Culture Exam Preparation.  All 

instruction will be conducted in Spanish with evaluations simulating those items found on the 

AP Exam.  Students will be required to complete independent lab sessions each week, either 
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at home or in the media center. Summer assignments are required. It is recommended that 

students enrolling in this class have earned a teacher recommendation based on the student’s 

preparedness for the curriculum. 

 

Spanish for Spanish Speakers 

1 credit                    5 periods/week                                full year 

This course is specifically designed for monolingual Spanish-speaking students who have 

some knowledge of reading and writing in Spanish.  The goal of the course is to develop 

students’ reading and writing skills in Spanish.  Improvement in these skills will support the 

students’ acquisition of the same skills in the English language. The core text, Español Escrito, 

will be supplemented with a workbook, additional materials and projects. A brief skills 

assessment will be administered to all students interested in the Spanish for Spanish 

Speakers course to determine their placement in the appropriate Spanish class.  Typically, 

the next course in the sequence for students who complete this course and who choose to 

continue their study of Spanish is the Honors Spanish III course. 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PATHWAYS 

 

Chester County Technical College High School (TCHS) 

 

The Chester County Intermediate Unit operates career and technical education programs 

for Kennett High School students at the Chester County Technical College High School 

(TCHS) in two locations: Brandywine Campus and Pennock’s Bridge Campus. Availability of 

transportation to the Brandywine Campus is subject to sufficient enrollment. The Chester 

County Technical College High School (TCHS) is a part-time, public high school of choice 

specializing in career and technical education for students in grades 9-12. TCHS offers 

students an opportunity to prepare for their futures. Whether that means going on to higher 

education, securing a job after high school or some combination of the two, TCHS’ student-

centered approach crafts an educational experience as unique as each of its students. For 

more information about Chester County Technical College High School programs or to apply 

online visit www.technicalcollegehighschool.org. 

 

The career and technical education (CTE) programs offered at TCHS are aligned to the 

Pennsylvania State Standards, focused on national industry standards and are tuition-free 

for students. CTE programs lead seamlessly to postsecondary education through the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education’s (PDE) SOAR Programs of Study. The mission of 

SOAR is to prepare Students (who are) occupationally and academically Ready for college 

and careers in an increasingly diverse, high- performing workforce. Graduates of approved 

SOAR programs who meet academic and technical criteria qualify for several FREE 

technical credits at over forty-three participating colleges across Pennsylvania. For more 

information about SOAR and the complete list of participating colleges and postsecondary 

program visit: www.cciu.org/collegecredit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.technicalcollegehighschool.org/
http://www.cciu.org/collegecredit
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Allied Health          2 credits  

  

The Allied Health program is a highly regarded option for those considering a career in the 

medical profession. Top seniors who enroll in this 7.5 hour per week college prep program 

split their time behind a desk in the classroom and on their feet in local health care 

facilities.  

 

Students have three pathways to choose from: Hospital, EMT or Sports Medicine track. The 

hospital track is for those students who are primarily interested in getting a comprehensive 

overview of the medical field in a hospital setting. Students will complete clinical rotations 

across a wide variety of hospital departments. The EMT track is for those students who are 

primarily interested in pursuing a career in the emergency medical field or building a 

foundation of knowledge for allied health professions. Students will complete hands-on 

clinical rotations in the field with Good Fellowship Ambulance and EMS Training 

Institute. The sports medicine track is for those students who are interested in pursuing a 

career in the physical medicine and rehabilitation field. Students may complete clinical 

rotations in high school athletic training rooms and community rehabilitation facilities. 

 

Animal Science        3 credits 

Animal Science prepares students to provide for the welfare of animals in the pet 

companion industry, veterinary science and biomedical fields. Graduates of the program are 

prepared for post- secondary education and entry-level employment. Upon graduation, 

interesting and rewarding career paths can be followed which combine a love for animals 

with an interest in the life sciences. Program concentrations include animal anatomy and 

physiology, animal cruelty issues, animal hygiene, genetics, husbandry, nutrition, 

preventative care and medicine, reproduction, and surgical assisting. Due to the emphasis 

on science and math, students considering this program should possess a strong academic 

foundation. 

 

Automotive Collision Technology      3 credits 

Automotive Collision Technology is for students who have a keen interest in motor vehicles 

and an eye for color, shape and creativity. Graduates of the program are prepared to pursue 

professional credentialing, entry- level employment, and post-secondary education. 

Brandyw ine Campus

Downingtown, PA

Pennock’s Bridge Campus

W est Grove, PA
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Automotive Collision technology instruction is provided in the following areas: detailing and 

estimating, glass and hardware repair and replacement, metal finishing and body fillings, 

non-structural damage repair, outer body panel repair, painting and refinishing, welding and 

cutting. Program learning activities parallel the industry-recognized I-CAR curriculum.  

 

 Automotive Service Technology      3 credits 

The Automotive Service Technology program is certified by the National Automotive 

Technicians Education Foundation (NATEF) and prepares students for post-secondary 

education and entry-level employment in the rapidly changing automotive service industry. 

Students are introduced to the ever-changing advancements that occur in the automotive 

industry such as hybrid vehicle design and maintenance. Instruction is provided in the 

following areas: automotive electrical and electronics systems, brake repair and installation, 

drive train and engine performance, heating and cooling systems, suspension and steering 

systems. The program also emphasizes customer relations and instructs students in the use 

of proper etiquette in a service economy. 

 

Baking & Pastry Arts  

The Baking and Pastry industry is in high demand for culinary artists who can provide high-

quality goods, such as: Artisan breads, specialty baked goods, chocolates, confections and 

celebratory cakes. Students enrolled in the program will gain the knowledge and skills 

needed to become an accomplished professional in the baking and pastry arts. Students 

have the opportunity to earn a ServSafe Certificate in addition to the Chester County Food 

Manager’s Certificate. 

 

Barbering  

In the Barbering program, students practice safety, visualization skills and proper work 

habits to obtain licensure. With appropriate scheduling and good attendance, those who 

have obtained sufficient hours will be eligible to take the Pennsylvania State Board of 

Barbering Examination and gain entry level employment in the barbering field.   

 

Carpentry  

The Carpentry program develops students’ skills for a career in the residential, commercial 

and home improvement construction industry. Students enrolled in the program learn safety 

practices, job estimating, and materials selection practices. They also learn the basics of 

rough carpentry, including the layout of walls, rafters, stairs and floors. Finish carpentry is 
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also studied, including blueprint reading and drafting, cutting and joining construction 

materials, door, window and trim installation. Students have the opportunity to learn cabinet 

and furniture construction, including the use of laminates. A major focus is the construction 

of the joints required in fine cabinetry and furniture construction. Students study blueprint 

reading, construction methods and estimating, materials selection, and the safe use of hand 

and power tools. Students are responsible for the completion of hands- on carpentry and 

cabinetmaking projects from start to finish.  

 

Commercial & Graphic Arts  

The Commercial & Graphic Arts program is based on industry standards that prepare 

students for admission to post-secondary art schools and entry-level employment in the 

graphic communications industry. Students learn the basics of design, color theory, page 

layout, lettering and the production skills needed for the printing industry. Advanced study 

focuses on the use of computer graphic design skills and introduces students to software 

such as; Adobe, Photoshop, InDesign, Flash and Acrobat Pro. Upon completion of the 

program, students have a portfolio of their work to present to prospective employers and 

college admissions officers.  

 

Computer Information Systems – Networking  

The Computer Information Systems-Networking program prepares students for high-

demand careers in one of the fastest growing fields in the computer industry today. There is 

an emphasis on hands-on training in operating systems and networking equipment. 

Graduates are ready for post-secondary education and entry-level positions in the computer 

support, operations and networking fields.  

 

Computer Information Systems-Programming  

In the Computer Information Systems program, there is an emphasis on operating systems, 

applications programming languages, and networking equipment through hands-on training. 

After successful completion of the course, students are prepared for post-secondary 

education and entry-level positions in the computer support and operations, networking, 

and software development fields. There are four primary tracks addressed in the Computer 

Information Systems program, as follows: Networking Hardware, Networking Software, A+ 

Training, and Application/Web Development. In addition, all students are exposed to 

network security concepts. Our Security+ training course teaches the latest testing 
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objectives and is designed to assist users in implementing and maintaining communication 

security, cryptography, access control, infrastructure security and authentication. 

 

 

Cosmetology  

The Cosmetology program prepares students for state licensing in the field of cosmetology. 

Students can qualify to become a licensed cosmetologist or to obtain a specialized license 

in other areas, such as: nail technician, esthetician or natural hair braider. Program theory 

and hands-on skill instruction is provided in the following areas: facials, hairstyling, cutting, 

coloring, permanent waving and relaxing, straightening, infection control, principals and 

practice, manicures and pedicures, and professional awareness. 

 

Criminal Justice & Police Sciences  

The Criminal Justice and Police Sciences program prepares students for both post-

secondary education and entry-level employment in the protective services field. Students 

in the program are graded based on mastery of traditional classroom theory and 

performance of hands-on skills, including: performing police and security tactics, 

investigating crime scenes, and investigation report writing. Students receive instruction in 

the following areas: basic fire science, crime scene investigation, criminal investigation, 

criminal law, civil law, and court procedures, electronic security systems, forensic science, 

investigative photography, police and security tactics, and self-defense. 

 

Culinary Arts  

The Culinary Arts program teaches students the necessary skills to be successful in the 

creative and rewarding food service industry. Graduates of the program may choose to 

continue their education with advanced standing in college and other post-secondary 

programs, or they may seek employment in entry-level culinary positions. The instructional 

program includes classroom theory and hands-on skill development in the following areas: 

baking, catering, customer service, food preparation, food service management, short order 

and high-volume cooking. Graduates of the program are certified under of an American 

Culinary Federation approved program. 

 

 

 

 



 
100 

 

Early Childhood Care & Education  

The Early Childhood Care and Education program aligns its curriculum with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education Bureau of Career & Technical Education Child 

Development Associate (CDA)-Ready curriculum. All components of our Early Childhood 

Care and Education program prepare students to earn the CDA national certification. To 

become CDA ready, students complete 120 hours of formal training through multiple 

modalities, such as: active accredited trainings, project-based learning, research and field 

observations, and web-based distance education. Students gain experience as they rotate 

through various in-house preschool programs. Students create portfolios and professional 

development records that document their training and 480 hours of experience working with 

children in a preschool environment. Agreements with various colleges can provide students 

with between six and 15 undergraduate credits in early childhood education after 

completing the program. 

 

Electrical & Mechanical Systems  

Power up a future in the Electrical & Mechanical Systems program. In addition to mastering 

residential, commercial and industrial wiring, students wire their careers as construction 

and maintenance electricians. The Electrical & Mechanical program partners with the 

National Center for Construction Education and Research Certification (NCCER).  Through 

classroom theory, lab work and real-world, hands-on experiences, graduates of the program 

are prepared to continue their education at post-secondary institutions or seek entry-level 

employment in the electrical trades.  

 

Engineering & Robotics  

The Robotics and Electronics program prepares students for positions in the electronics, 

computer hardware repair and robotics industries. In addition, it provides students with a 

strong academic foundation to continue their education in a post-secondary institution or 

college. Students in the traditional Robotics and Electronics program learn how to build and 

test electronic circuits and how to apply the electronic theories of audio systems, radio and 

wire communications, and analog/digital communications to real world situations. In 

addition, students are taught the basics of computer servicing/maintenance and 

networking. The robotics component prepares students for a variety of career opportunities 

in the area of robotics, industrial process and automation systems. Laboratory activities 

cover electronic circuits and devices, digital microprocessor systems, computers and 

networks, and programming software tools. Programmable logic controllers and vision and 
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motion control are examined. Applied Engineering Technology (AET) is an innovative 

program within the traditional Electronics and Robotics program that permits high school 

juniors and seniors to earn up to 16 college credits at Delaware County Community College 

(DCCC). 

 

Engine Technology  

The Engine Technology program prepares students with the skills to troubleshoot and repair 

residential, commercial, and recreational outdoor power equipment and small engine. The 

program is aligned with the industry-recognized Equipment Engine Training Council (EETC) 

certification program, and includes engine repair and rebuilding, performance upgrades and 

the repair of various systems. The systems covered in the program include fuel, electronic, 

lubrication, cooling and braking systems. Maintenance procedures are a key component of 

the program as they relate to welding, fabrication and machining. The use of computer 

technology in a customer service- and teamwork-based learning environment, is a major 

focus of the program. Career advancement in this field is largely dependent upon post-

secondary education and successful work experience. 

 

Health Career Pathways  

Students explore the many exciting career pathways available in the health and medical 

occupations fields. They study vital signs, adult and pediatric patient assessment, 

ambulatory devices, and direct patient care. Direct clinical observation experience in a 

health care setting may be arranged to prepare students for a variety of careers in the 

health care industry. The Health Career Pathways program combines instruction in anatomy 

and physiology, growth and development, health careers, medical abbreviations, medical 

ethics, medical terminology, and nutrition. An emphasis is placed on communication and 

leadership skills, computer literacy and medical math. Many graduates of this program 

choose to continue their education to pursue careers in nursing, sports medicine, physical 

therapy and radiology. 

 

HVAC & Refrigeration Technology  

The HVAC/Refrigeration Technology program provides students with the opportunity to 

install, maintain, and troubleshoot a wide range of heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, and 

refrigeration systems. Students in the program develop the skills needed to assemble and 

install tubing and piping systems, motors, compressors, control devices, valves and 

thermostats. Blueprints and schematics for related equipment and systems are also 
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studied. In addition, basic electrical and control circuit concepts are taught and applied. 

Classroom presentations are reinforced by hands-on projects that enhance the learning 

experience. Graduates of the program may choose to continue their education in a post-

secondary technical program, pursue an apprenticeship, or gain entry-level employment in 

the HVAC/ refrigeration field. 

 

Marketing & Financial Services  

The Marketing & Financial Services program prepares students for a wide variety of career 

opportunities in the marketing and financial services industries. Students develop skills to 

own and operate a business, work in advertising, marketing, promotions, public relations 

and sales. Key concentrations in the Marketing & Financial Services include; advertising, 

banking operations, communications, marketing, sales and sales supervision. Students can 

progress towards two certifications; A*S*K and Pennsylvania Skills Certificate.  

 

Robotics & Mechatronics  

The Robotics and Mechatronics program is for students who want robotics and ultra-fast 

automated systems to be a part of their future. Mechatronics, the combination of electrical 

systems, mechanical systems and computer systems, is at the center of engineering 

technology, manufacturing and automation. This program prepares students to combine 

engineering principles and technical ability for a strong skills toolkit. Students will work to 

achieve their PMMI Mechatronics Certification. They will learn to design, develop, test and 

manufacture electronic and computer-controlled. 

 

Teacher Leadership Academy  

The Teacher Leadership Academy is a program for high school seniors interested in 

pursuing a career in the field of education. In addition to earning 2 high school credits, 

students have the opportunity to enroll in a dual enrollment program with Delaware County 

Community College (DCCC), where they can earn 9 college credits. The college courses are 

EDU 110 - Introduction to Teaching, EDU 215 -Theory and Field Experience in Elementary 

Education, and ENG 100 - English Composition. The course consists of 7.5 hours/week 

divided between classroom instruction and internships with certified, tenured teachers at all 

grade levels, resulting in approximately 180 hours of instruction and 90 hours of internship 

experience. Student internships consist of Elementary, Secondary Education and Special 

Education placements. 
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Veterinary Science  

The Veterinary Science program prepares students for successful employment in the field of 

veterinary medicine in entry-level positions at private veterinary practices, animal hospitals, 

biomedical research facilities, pharmaceutical companies, diagnostic laboratories and the 

military. Students interact with animals in and out of the classroom, job shadow and attend 

clinics with local veterinarians. The Veterinary Science program is designed to prepare 

students for post-secondary education with an emphasis on the sciences. Students must 

possess a strong academic foundation and have at least a 3.0 GPA. Students in this 

program have the opportunity to pursue college credits while enrolled at TCHS. 

 

Octorara Homeland Security & Protective Services Academy 

 

The Octorara Homeland Security & Protective Services Academy is a PA Department of 

Education approved Career Program of Study.  Upon completion, certifications can be 

credited for post-secondary education.  The course prepares cadets for careers in law 

enforcement, corrections, pre-hospital emergency medical care, and firefighting. The 

program is currently operating on a three-year rotational basis.  In the 2018-2019 school 

year the program curriculum will focus on law enforcement practices.  In 2019-2020 the 

program curriculum will focus on firefighting practices.  In 2020-2021 the program 

curriculum will focus on emergency medical services practices.  Students may participate in 

the program for 1, 2, or 3 years, depending on their interests.   

 

The program requires cadets to wear uniforms and focuses on discipline and teamwork in a 

para-military environment. The course is taught on site at the new Chester County 

Emergency Services Training Center located in Coatesville, PA.  This is a challenging 

endeavor but cadets can earn State and National job related certifications, which are 

required for entry-level positions directly upon graduation. This program is academically 

rigorous, physically challenging, and emotionally enlightening.  The intent is to train 

qualified, competent and professional emergency first responders.  Students are exposed to 

mentors and representatives in a variety of careers related to these fields almost daily. 

Cadets are required to join and participate at their local volunteer fire/EMS company to 

enhance learning and hone skills for testing.   

 


