
AP Comparative Government and Politics
Summer Assignment

Mrs. Lennox
jlennox@kcsd.org

Using the provided textbook, Essentials of Comparative Politics with Cases (Sixth Edition) by Patrick H.
O’Neil, complete the following assignment. If you do not yet have a hard copy of the textbook, you can access
the digital textbook by following the instructions below:

● Your student registration code is:  KXT-JYM-LEC
● Go to: https://digital.wwnorton.com/esscompol6ap
● Follow the instructions to register your code.
● For getting started guides or to open a ticket with our Help Desk, please visit the W. W. Norton Support

Center at http://support.wwnorton.com.

1. Read and Outline Chapter 1 (p. 3-29)
a. Your outline may be handwritten or typed, BUT IT MUST BE YOUR OWN OUTLINE.
b. Your outline should include all headings and subheadings with key ideas outlined under each

appropriate heading.
c. Pay specific attention to the bolded terms in your reading. Highlight, underline, or bold these

terms in your outline.

2. Respond to the Learning Objectives for Chapter 1 in COMPLETE sentences.
a. Chapter 1 Learning Objectives (p. 4)

1. Explain the methods political scientists use to understand politics around the world.
2. Discuss (Explain) whether comparative politics can be more scientific and predict

political outcomes.
3. Define the role and importance of institutions in political life.
4. Compare freedom and equality and consider how politics reconciles the two across

countries.

This assignment will be due on the first day of class.

Be prepared for vocabulary quizzes during the first week of school that will cover the terms discussed in
Chapter 1.

If you have any questions about the assigned work, please email me at jlennox@kcsd.org.

****It is strongly recommended that you purchase an AP Review Book to help you study for the AP
Exam. I personally recommend Barron’s, but any review book will serve as a good source. Please be
aware that the AP Comparative Government and Politics Course was just redesigned a few years ago,
so purchasing the most recent review books that align with the newest version of the test is in your
best interest.****
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