
AP English Literature and Composition
Summer Reading

2022 - 2023

Mrs. Christine Wilson

Below, please find your assignment for the summer. I strongly recommend that you take notes as
you read. Unlike summer reading in years past, all five texts will figure prominently into our study
of literature, so you must be ready to share your insights as we discuss each work over the course of
the school year. Be sure to obtain a copy of each text to read over the summer and to retain until
May 2023. Copies are available for you to sign out in room 158 between now and June 10.

Please read ALL of the following novels:

● Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (please make sure it’s the Ellison text, not H.G. Wells)
NOTE: I’d like to try something new this year with Invisible Man, so if it’s at all possible, I’d
like you to purchase a copy of this text. This will give you the freedom to annotate the text as
we analyze together.

● Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
● The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
● The Chosen by Chaim Potok
● Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë

For The Handmaid’s Tale, Frankenstein, and The Chosen, you are to choose one passage from the
book once you have completed your reading. This passage should not exceed one page. Then, follow
these steps:

1.) Type, scan, or photocopy a clean version of the passage (or locate the passage in an
electronic edition of the text and copy and paste into a document). Annotate it.

2.) Compose a typed essay of approximately two pages (in MLA. Duh.) in which you explain
how this passage contributes to an interpretation of the work (a theme). You should
consider discussing literary elements such as figurative language, syntax, diction, etc. In
other words, tell me how this passage is representative of the work as a whole in terms of a
big idea, characterization, employment of literary devices, etc.

This should be a formal analysis, so you should not use the first person, nor should you be
consulting any outside resources.  I need to see what’s inside your head, not on the internet.



This assignment will be due at the end of the first week of class, and it will be worth points toward
the first marking period.

Your understanding of the remaining two works, Invisible Man and Wuthering Heights, will be tested
with a more traditional form of evaluation. Those evaluations will occur at some point during the
first few weeks of school.

If you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to email me (cwilson@kcsd.org). I’m looking forward
to sharing another year with many of you and getting to know a few new faces as well.

Have a wonderful summer.
Mrs. Wilson
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