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“History of the Victorian Era”

Answer the following questions while you watch the YouTube video “History of the Victorian
Era” found on our Tale of Two Cities wiki page.

1. Fill in the blanks: The Victorian Era was a time in England’s history when there was
______________________________ and ______________________________.

2. Indicate three large territorial acquisitions for the British Empire between 1837 – 1901.
1.
2.
3.

3. In the Victorian Era, your identity was comprised of what three things?
1.
2.
3.

4. What is the Great Chain of Being?

5. Analyze the image on the “Identity—Gender” slide.  What indications can you see that the author believes
that the family benefits from having the woman stay home?

6. What were the three distinct classes during this time and how were they characterized?
1.
2.
3.

7. People demonstrated their high morals in the clothing that they wore.  Describe the clothing for both men and
women.

8. One aspect of Consumerism is acquiring “stuff.”  In the photo on the “Consumerism” slide, what things has
this family bought to demonstrate their wealth?

9. A buying war began between the middle class trying to acquire the same stuff that the upper class was easily
able to acquire.  Give a modern day example of a buying war in today’s society.
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“Overview of the French Revolution”

Answer the following questions while you watch the YouTube video “Overview of the French
Revolution” found on our Tale of Two Cities wiki page. Pay close attention, John Green
speaks very quickly. I recommend reading the questions before you begin viewing.

1. Notice the sign that the flag is holding on the blackboard behind John Green.  What three words are on the
sign?

2. What was wrong with the French tax system?

3. Louis XVI called for a National Assembly of the Estates General. What are the three estates?
1.
2.
3.

4. After getting locked out of the National Assembly, the third estate representatives swore a Tennis Court Oath
which indicated they wouldn’t give up until a French Constitution was established.  Louis XVI responded by
sending troops to Paris to quell uprisings over food shortages, and the peasants responded by doing what on
July 14th?

5.   How many prisoners were in the Bastille?

6. On August 26, the National Assembly presented the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen. How does
this differ from the American Constitution?

7.  What was the Women’s March?

8. The French Revolution really wasn’t about politics.  What was it about?

9. After Louis XVI encouraged a war against Austria and Prussia and was view as an enemy of the state, what
did the Assembly do to Louis?

10. Why is the French Revolution so controversial?
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Book the First Quiz

(1) In what year does our story begin?

(2) As the Dover mail travels on late one Friday night, we are introduced to a main character.  What is his name
and occupation?

(3) What is the message this character receives and what is his response?

(4) In Chapter 4, we are introduced to Miss Manette.  What does she look like?

(5) What does Mr. Lorry tell Miss Manette in chapter 4?

(6) In Chapter 5, the episode of the spilled wine is dramatic, startling, and informative. How do the people react
to the spilled wine?  What does the spilled wine foreshadow?

(7) Why have Mr. Lorry and Lucie Manette come to the wine shop?

(8) Who is the owner of the wine shop?

(9) Why are so many people called “Jacques”?

(10)  What is Dr. Manette doing when Mr. Lorry and Lucie first see him?

(11) How does Dr. Manette act in Chapter 6?

(12) What does Dr. Manette say his name is?

(13) What does Dr. Manette keep around his neck, and what is in it?

(14) What soothes Dr. Manette’s agitation?
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(15) What is Madame Defarge doing as the Manettes and Mr. Lorry get into the coach at the end of Ch 6?

TTC Book the Second: Chapters 1-6

Chapter 1: 5 Years Later

1.  Describe Tellson’s bank. What is the bank’s attitude toward change?

2. How does Tellson’s treat the young men in its employ?

3. What behavior of Mrs. Cruncher makes Mr. Cruncher angry? Why does this anger him?

4. What physical characteristic of his father’s does young Jerry wonder about? Can you make a guess
about it?

Chapter 2: A Sight

1. What does Mr. Cruncher think is “Barbarous”?

2. What is the “old Bailey” and what is it famous for?

3. Who is being tried, and what is the charge against him?

4. Who is present in the courtroom to act as witnesses for the prosecution?

Chapter 3: A Disappointment

1. Where did Mr. Lorry, Miss Manette, and Dr. Manette first meet Charles Darnay? What was Lucie’s
opinion of him?

2. What did the wigged gentleman who was looking at the ceiling point out to the counsel, Mr. Stryver,
on the piece of paper that he threw to him?

3. Name the other two witnesses against Charley Darnay.

4. What does Mr. Stryver say about Mr. Basard and Mr. Cly?

5. What happens in the courtroom to prove that Mr. Carton is much more observant than his manner lets
on?

6. What personal service does Carton do for Charles Darnay? What do you think this hints at for the
future?

7. What is the verdict?

Chapter 4: Congratulatory
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1. What is happening at the beginning of Chapter 4?

2. How does Darnay greet Lucie?

3. How does Dr. Manette look at Darnay?  What do you think this means?

4. What does their conversation reveal as the difference between Lorry and Carton?

5. What happens as Carton and Darnay are dining?

6. Why does Carton say that he hates Darnay?

Chapter 5: The Jackal

1. What is the secret to Stryver’s success as an attorney?

2. Briefly describe how Carton looks when he is working at Stryver’s desk.

3. What do we learn about Carton’s childhood?  What does Carton blame for his miserable life?

4. Find a quotation which suggests that Carton may believe in fate.

Chapter 6: Hundreds of People

1. Where is Mr. Lorry going at the beginning of this chapter?

2. Is Miss Pross’ claim that “hundreds of people” visit the house accurate?

3. What has Miss Pross’ brother done to her?

4. What has Dr. Manette keps as a reminder of his 18 years in prison?

5. How does Miss Pross describe the Doctor’s mental condition?  What does it take to soothe him?

6. Who else comes to the Manettes’ house on this Sunday?

7. What is the significance of the story that Mr. Darnay tells concerning the Tower of London?

8. What is foreshadowed by the storm?
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TTC Book the Second: Chapters 7-9

Chapter 7: Monseigneur in Town

1. What is the significance of Dicken’s opening the chapter with the Monseigneur’s morning ritual?

2. What kinds of people associate themselves with the Monseigneur? What does this say about what it
takes to get ahead in France at this time?

3. Describe what the Marquis looks like.

4. What happens as the Marquis is treveling to his chateau?

5. What is his reaction to this?

6. What does Defarge say to the distraught man in the nightcap?  Who is the distraught man—we have
seen him before.

7. What does Defarge do with the coin that the Marquis throws to him?

Chapter 8: Monseigneur in Country

1. Why do you think Dickens opens the chapter with the imagery of the setting sun on the Marquis?

2. What are the conditions in the Marquis’s home village?

3. What unusual sight did the roadmender see? What prediction can you make from this?

4. Who is the Marquis expecting? Can you guess the identity of this person?

Chapter 9: The Gorgon’s Head

1. Of what does Darnay accuse his uncle?

2. What is the Marquis’s philosophy of keeping the common people under control?

3. What is Darnay’s opinion of his family’s behavior and what does he plan to do about it?

4. What happens to the Marquis, and what does the note tell us?

5. What is the significance of this chapter being called “The Gorgon’s Head”?

6. Look at Charles Darnay and his uncle the Marquis; how are they different, and why did Charles
develop so differently from his uncle and his father?
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TTC Book the Second: Chapters 10-14

Chapter 10: Two Promises
1. A year after his uncle’s death, describe Charles Darnay’s professional and personal condition.

2. In proclaiming his love for Lucie, how does Charles show consideration for Dr. Manette?

3. What are the two promises that the Doctor makes Charles?

4. What is the effect on the Doctor of making these promises? Why do you think they had this effect on
him?

Chapter 11: A Companion Picture
1. What future plan does Stryver confess to Carton?

2. What does Stryver advise Carton to do?

Chapter 12: The Fellow of Delicacy
1. Why does Stryver stop in to tell Mr. Lorry of his plans?

2. What is Mr. Lorry’s reaction to Stryver’s news?

3. What does Mr. Lorry offer to do for Stryver?

4. What is Stryver’s attitude when Lorry comes to the house with information, and why does he act this
way?

Chapter 13: The Fellow of No Delicacy
1. In his talk with Lucie, what is Carton’s opinion of changing his life?

2. What does Carton say he would do if Lucie should love him?

3. What memory does Carton want to take with him?

4. What promise does Carton make Lucie? (I suggest writing down quote!)

Chapter 14: The Honest Tradesman
1. Whose funeral procession does the crowd attack? Why do they attack it?

2. What is Jerry Cruncher’s reaction to the mob violence?

3. Describe Mr. Cruncher’s “fishing tackle.” What kind of “fish” do you think he is going for with this
type of “tackle”?
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4. What does Mrs. Cruncher think of her husband’s occupation?

5. What name does young Jerry give to his father’s “trade,” and what is Mr. Cruncher’s response when
young Jerry says he wants to be in that trade when he grows up? Do you see an irony in “resurrection
man” and “recalled to life”?

TTC Book the Second: Chapters 15-16

Chapter 15: Knitting

1. Why does Defarge bring the mender of the road to the wine shop?

2. Who presents the petition to the King and what was the result?

3. What does it mean to be “registered”?

4.  How is this register kept secret?

5. Where do the Defarges take the mender of the roads?

6. Why is Ernest Defarge happy with the way the mender of the roads acts?

7. How does this scene end?

Chapter 16: Still Knitting

1. Why do the Defarges go to Paris?

2. What do they learn there?

3. What is distinctive about John Barsad?

4. From where do we know the name/character of John Barsad?

5. What is Madame Defarge doing while she speaks with Barsad?

6. What does Barsad tell the Defarges about the Manettes?

7. How does Ernest Defarge react to this?

8. How does Madame Defarge feel about this?

9. What are Madame Defarge and the other women doing as the chapter ends?
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TTC Book the Second: Chapters 17-20

Chapter 17: One Night

1. Of what do Lucie and her father assure each other on the night before her wedding?

2. What does Dr. Manette speak of for the first time?

3. What does Lucie pray for that night?

Chapter 18: Nine Days

1. What does Darnay tell the Doctor on the morning of his marriage to Lucie?

2. How does Dr. Manette react to hearing Darnay’s secret?

3. What does Dr. Manette do after Lucie and Charles leave?

4. How does Mr. Lorry react to this?  What does he try to do?

5. How long does this go on?

Chapter 19: An Opinion

1. How does Mr. Lorry go about approaching the Doctor about his condition for the nine days without
upsetting him?

2. What is the Doctor’s opinion about the future of Mr. Lorry’s “hypothetical” man?

3. What does the Doctor say is the one thing that could bring on another relapse? What does he mean by
this?

4. What recommendation does Mr. Lorry make to the Doctor, and how does he talk him into following
it?

Chapter 20: A Plea

1. What request does Carton make of Charles?

2. What does Lucie request of Charles?
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TTC Book the Second: Chapters 21-24

Chapter 21: Echoing Footsteps

1. What is the significance of the “echoing footsteps”?

2. What sad thing befell Charles and Lucie during this time period?

3. What has happened to Carton and Stryver over the years?

4. What happened in Paris on July 14, 1789?

5. Where did Defarge demand to be taken first? Why?

6. How does Madame Defarge show her merciless strength?

Chapter 22: The Sea Still Rises

1. Who is Madame Defarge’s lieutenant in leading the women, and what does this “nickname” imply
about her?

2. Who was Old Foulon and what was his fate?

3. What has begun?

Chapter 23: Fire Rises

1. What is the symbol of the revolutionaries?

2. What happens at the Marquis’s villa? What is this an example of?

Chapter 24: Drawn to the Loadstone Road

1. How many years have passed between chapters?

2. Why does Lorry decide to go to France?

3. Whom does he take with him?

4. What has happened to the French nobility?

5. What is Mr. Stryver’s opinion of the situation in France?
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6. We learn Charles’ real name and title.  What is it?

7. From whom does Charles Darnay receive a letter?

8. What decision does this letter lead Darnay to make?

9. Whom does he tell of his plans?

TTC Book the Third
CH 1: In Secret
1. What type of reception does Charles receive in France?

2. What is the “emigrant decree,” and how does it affect Charles?

3. What is Defarge’s reaction to Charles’s plea for help, and why does he act this way?

4. Who is this La Guillotine who has become the new darling of France?

5. What about Charles’s detention makes it worse than general imprisonment?

CH 2: The Grindstone
6. What horrible thing is located in the courtyard of Tellson’s in Paris? What makes it horrible?

7. Who are Mr. Lorry’s surprise guests, and what news do they bring him?

8. Why does the Doctor say he leads a “charmed life” in Paris?

9. What is the mob’s reaction to the Doctor’s plea for help?

CH 3: The Shadow
10. Who is the messenger that comes to Mr. Lorry, and what is his message?

11. Why does Madame Defarge say she visits Lucie, and what is her true reason?

12. What does Lucie ask of Madame Defarge, and how does she respond?

CH 4: Calm in the Storm
13. What conditions does the Doctor find in the prison?

14. What has the eighteen years he spent in prison done for the Doctor?

15. What position did the Doctor achieve because of his status, and how does this position help Charles?

16. What is the new legal order in France at this time?

CH 5: The Wood-Sawyer
17. How does Lucie respond to living fifteen months in constant fear that every day might be Charles’s last?
What does this say about her?
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18. What small scrap of good news does the Doctor bring Lucie?

19. Who is the wood-sawyer, and what is his attitude toward those in prison?

20. What is the Carmagnole, and why does Lucie think it is terrible?

21. Note the last paragraph: “Who could that be with Mr. Lorry--…--who must not be seen?”  Who do you think
this is?

CH 6: Triumph
22. Who orchestrates Charles’s acquittal, and is his defense built on fact or emotion?

23. What is the mob’s reaction to Charles’s acquittal, and why is this surprising?

CH 7: A Knock at the Door
24. Why does Charles and his family stay in France, and what is their style of living there?

25. What happens to Charles during his first night of freedom?

CH 8: A Hand of Cards
26. Who do Miss Pross and Jerry Cruncher run into while shopping?

27. Who does Carton know this man as?

28. How does Carton get this man to help him?

29. What startling information does Mr. Cruncher have concerning the death of Roger Cly, and how does this
information help Carton?

CH 9: The Game Made
30. What is Barsard going to do for Carton? What do you think Carton’s plan is?

31. What memory gives Carton comfort as he wanders the Paris streets, and what does it tell us of why he
turned out the way he did?

32. Who are Charles’s accusers? Why is one of them particularly surprising?

33. What is the form of Dr. Manette’s accusation?

CH 10: The Substance of the Shadow
34. Who are the twin brothers who need the Doctor’s services?

35. Who is the sick woman, and what is wrong with her?

36. Summarize the brothers’ character?

37. What was the boy’s last act, and how has it turned out?
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38. What was the Marquis St. Evermonde’s wife’s request of the Doctor? Whose mother was she?

39. What was the last thing the Doctor wrote in his account, and what effect does its reading have?

CH 11: Dusk
40. Why didn’t Lucie collapse when Charles was condemned, and what does this say about her?

41. Why did Carton encourage Dr. Manette to continue his efforts to free Charles? What does this say about
Carton?

CH 12: Darkness
42. Why did Carton go to Defarge’s wine shop?

43. What are Madame Defarge and Defarge arguing over?

44. Why is Madame Defarge so merciless towards Charles and his family?

45. What is the Doctor’s condition when he returns, and what is its cause?

46. What papers does Carton give Mr. Lorry to hold?

47. Why does Carton instruct Lorry to be prepared to leave the next day? What do you think is Carton’s plan?

CH 13: Fifty-two
48. What does Charles write in his “last” letter?

49. How does Carton get Charles to go along with his plan?

50. How does Carton get Charles out of prison?

51. How is Carton going to keep the promise he made to Lucie years before?

CH 14: The Knitting Done
52. What is Madame Defarge’s plan and what does Defarge think of it?

53. What plan are Miss Pross and Mr. Cruncher following and why?

54. What happens between Miss Pross and Madame Defarge?

CH 15: The Footsteps Die Out Forever
55. At the execution, what do they say about Carton?

56. What does Carton foretell for Charles and Lucie, and how does their future bring honor to his name?
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